Chapter 5 


The Horn intern and the Cambridge Spies 


Introduction 

Claire Sterling, author of the superb expose Octopus: The Long Reach 
of the Sicilian Mafia, has observed that "a network is impossible to resist 
where imperfectly understood.” 1 Part of this understanding of networks, 
be it the M afia, the Cambridge spy ring, or the 21st century H omintern in 
the Roman Catholic Church includes an acknowledgement that such sub¬ 
versive organizations do not grow "spontaneously," but must be "directed 
and managed." 2 To discuss such things as infiltration, subversion, spies, 
treason, and betrayal in the context of any subversive organization is, in the 
words of Father Enrique Rueda, neither "unseemly" nor "paranoid.” 3 

This historical overview of the Cambridge spies demonstrates how 
quickly Crown, State, or Church can be brought down when subversion and 
treason from within combines with attack from without. 4 It not only pro¬ 
vides an example of the development, organization, and ramifications of a 
subversive network, but also many concrete insights into the development 
and inner workings of the Homosexual International from the 1930s on. 
M ost importantly, it provides a detailed examination of a large-scale E stab- 
lishment crisis and cover-up in which homosexuality played a pivotal role 
in a nation’s history. 

The Anatomy of Treason 

A nation can survive its fools, and even the ambitious. But it cannot survive 
treason from within. An enemy at the gate is less formidable, for he is 
known and he carries his banner openly. But the traitor moves among those 
within the gate freely, his sly whispers rustling through all the alleys, heard 
in the very hall of government itself. For the traitor appears not a traitor— 
he speaks in accents familiar to his victims, and he wears their face and their 
garments, and he appeals to the baseness that lies deep in the hearts of all 
men. H e rots the soul of a nation— he works secretly and unknown in the 
night to undermine the pillars of a city— he infects the body politic so that 
it can no longer resist. A murderer is less to be feared. 5 

Cicero 42 BC 

In the realm of the profane, a traitor is defined as one who betrays his 
country to which he owes his allegiance by overt actions. In the realm of 
the sacred, the traitor is one who by deliberate acts, betrays his faith. 

The motivation for treason — both secular and sacred — is generally 
mixed and difficult to decipher. It may include a desire for personal gain or 
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monetary reward, or be a consequence of an illicit entanglement or former 
criminal action, or simply the desire to deceive and betray those for whom 
a violent and long-standing grudge or resentment is borne. 

Although blackmail is popularly believed to be an effective means of 
recruiting potential traitors by enemy operatives in the secular sphere, this 
is usually not the case. As Alexander Orlov, aformer chief of Soviet Intel¬ 
ligence has observed, it is a poor and dangerous strategy "to make an enemy 
of a man and thereafter rely on him in such a delicate and hazardous mat¬ 
ter as an intelligence operation." 6 The claim of blackmail, on the other 
hand, is often used as an after-the-fact ploy. Convicted traitors will often 
attempt to "extenuate their guilt in the eyes of the jury and win as much 
leniency as they can from the court" by testifying that they had been forced 
into espionage by the threat of blackmail," said Orlov. 7 

Since human motivation is so critical to the espionage business, the suc¬ 
cessful recruiter and network builder tends to eschew blackmail in favor of 
more positive means of inspiring and directing the members of his spy net¬ 
work. These include appeals to idealism, the lure of money, or to personal 
and exploitable character traits including excessive egotism, the desire for 
revenge or retribution. 8 The ability to correctly assess character and moti¬ 
vation and to mold the members of his spy team into an effective cohesive 
espionage team is the mark of intelligence competence. 9 

Victor Ostrovsky, a former Mossad (Israeli Intelligence Service) agent 
compared the recruitment process to that of rolling a rock down a hill. "We 
used the word 'ledarder' meaning to stand on top of a hill and push a boul¬ 
der down. That’s how you recruit," he explained. 10 "You take somebody 
and get him gradually to do something illegal or immoral. You push him 
down the hill. But if he’s on a pedestal, he’s not going to help you. You can’t 
use him. The whole purpose is to use people. But in order to use them, you 
have to mold them. If you have a guy who doesn't drink, doesn’t want sex, 
doesn’t need money, has no political problems, and is happy with life, you 
can’t recruit him," Ostrovsky said. 11 

The Traitor as a Grievance Collector 

Bradford Westerfield, an expert on espionage has claimed that, in terms 
of personality traits, the man who would be traitor can be defined by three 
primary characteristics— his "immaturity, sociopathy and narcissism." 12 

"His self-absorption is like a dark star or a black hole— everything goes 
in but no light, no love, no warmth, no understanding ever comes out," 
Westerfield said. 13 

In his need to preserve his "emotional virginity" and to deflect "his own 
guilt, blame, and responsibility," Westerfield noted, "the traitor attributes 
his adverse conditions to persons or circumstances outside of himself." 14 
Whatever the "actual source of his difficulties," the traitor does not see 
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them arising from his own actions. In this way he is able to preserve his 
"grandiose view of his immediate self,” Westerfield said. 15 

The habitual mindset of a traitor has been described as one of "con¬ 
trolled schizophrenia.” 16 Not unlike the pederast priest who says M ass and 
immediately retires to the sacristy to sodomize an altar boy, the successful 
traitor needs to strictly compartmentalize his life in order to retain a sense 
of sanity and control and to escape detection. H e must perfect the art of 
duplicity and concealment. He must learn to play out different roles— to 
constantly remake his persona. He also must have great strength of will in 
order to contend with the inevitable tensions that living a double or triple 
life brings. Failure to acquire these skills is a virtual guarantee of a mental 
or emotional breakdown. 17 

For the traitor, Westerfield said, "hatred is a powerful motivator.” The 
traitor is a "collector” of injustices and resentments, real and imagined. 18 
When it is combined with an ideology like Communism that feeds on hate, 
the combination can be lethal. Quoting a British historian, Westerfield said 
that "a man is never so dangerous as when he can identify a private griev¬ 
ance with a matter of principle.” 19 

This singular factor— hate— explains in part why two minority groups, 
notably, Jews and homosexuals, played such a significant role in a number 
of major United States and English spy cases during the post-1917 Bol¬ 
shevik Revolution era. Both Lenin and later Stalin were able to exploit the 
vulnerabilities of Jews and homosexuals in advancing their dictatorships. 

The Bolshevik Jews, alienated from both their own religious heritage 
and from Czarist Orthodox society, played a prominent role in the Bol¬ 
shevik Revolution, the Communist Party, the Red Army H igh Command 
and the Soviet Cheka, the Bolshevik's secret police and primary arm of 
terror. 

According to Zvi Y. Gitelmen, author of Jewish Nationality and Soviet 
Politics— thejewish Section oftheCPSU, 1917-1930, "Since most Jews 
were not obviously devoted to the Czar, they could be expected not to sup¬ 
port the Whites.” 20 Also there was the matter of power. "From the Jewish 
point of view it was no doubt the lure of immediate physical power which 
attracted many Jewish youths, desirous of avenging crimes perpetrated 
against their people by anti-Soviet forces of all sorts,” wrote Gitelmen. 21 

"Whatever the reasons, Jews were heavily represented in the secret 
police,” he said. "If you fell into their hands you would probably be shot,” 
he continued. 22 "Since the Cheka was the most hated and feared organ of 
the Bolshevik government, anti-Jewish feelings increased in direct pro¬ 
portion to the Cheka terror,” said Gitelmen. 23 H e also reported that Lenin 
appreciated Jewish participation in Soviet Administration as well as the 
role of Jews in revolutionary activities not only in Russia, but also in other 
lands. 24 
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In the United States, during the decades immediately following the 
1917 Revolution, investigative writers Ronald Radosh and Joyce Milton, 
authors of The Rosenberg File— A Search for the Truth, wrote that many 
Jewish intellectuals and scientists, were drawn into the spy game by their 
admiration for the Soviet social experiment that had made "anti-Seminism" 
a crime against the state. 25 Radosh and M ilton cited convicted Soviet spies 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg as "thoroughgoing ideologues," and Ethel 
Rosenberg, in particular, as a "practical hater” filled with "vengeance." 26 

Like the Bolshevik Jews, leaders of the emerging Homintern in Europe 
and in the United States were filled with the same revolutionary zeal for a 
utopian New Order that would no longer discriminate against homosexuals. 
Both groups used the clenched fist as a symbol of "liberation" except that 
whereas the Communist raised his fist in the air, the members of the 
Homintern drove it into the rectum as a symbol of their rebellion. 27 The 
Comintern and the Homintern also shared a common hatred for God, for 
Christianity, indeed all legitimate power. Like their Jewish counterparts, 
Communist homosexuals were willing to take a risk because they believe 
that they had nothing to loose. 

Treason is a deviant act. 28 So is sodomy. H istorically speaking, there has 
always been a traditional association between sexual deviancy and heresy 
and treason. 29 And while it is true that not all homosexuals are traitors or 
radical Socialists, nevertheless the traitor and the homosexual do share 
common traits. 

The personality profile of a homosexual closely fits Westerfields' per¬ 
sonality profile of atraitor— he is immature, neurotic, and narcissistic. The 
active homosexual is an artful seducer, a natural recruiter and a proselytizer 
for "the cause.” H e is a predator skilled in evaluating the vulnerability of 
his prey. H e is conditioned to acts of duplicity and split loyalties. H e lives a 
compartmentalized life with contacts to the criminal underworld via illicit 
drugs, pornography, prostitution, and possible blackmail and violence. The 
homosexual is a gatherer of "injustices" and Marxism offers him "the 
attraction of a secret shrine of individual rebellion." 30 It is this desire to 
strike back against a society that has rejected him, rather than the threat of 
blackmail that lures the homosexual into the enemy’s espionage net. 31 The 
homosexual believes himself to be an "outsider," who like the spy, wants to 
come in from the cold, but feels he cannot. 

The Dutch psychologist, Gerard J. M . van den Aardweg, Ph.D., summa¬ 
rized the homosexual’s propensity for subversion thusly: "Subversiveness 
is not rare in homosexuals, as it is the hostility coming from the complex of 
not belonging. For that reason, avowed homosexuals may be unreliable 
elements in any group or organization." 32 They desire an unreal utopian 
world, said van den Aardweg. One that is "superior," snobbish, more "chic," 
full of "thrill and adventure" in comparison to "the ordinary world," he 
reported. 33 
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The Espionage Business 

Gathering intelligence on foreign governments including their secret 
offensive and defensive powers and plans, and keeping the actual or poten¬ 
tial enemy state from discovering its national secrets has been the common 
goal of all national secret services since time immemorial. Traditionally, 
European powers relied on selected princes of the Roman Catholic Church 
to organize their secret services since no single nation was able to compete 
with the most widespread and efficient espionage system in the world. 34 

For example, in 17th century France, acting under a request to the H oly 
See by King Louis XIII, Cardinal Richelieu aided by a Capuchin priest, 
Francois le Clerc du Tremblay, created a vast internal and external intelli¬ 
gence service that rivaled that of France’s arch rival, England, and cata¬ 
pulted France into a first-class world power. 35 

Although the objectives of modern day national secret services has 
changed little from the days of Richelieu, the means by which these objec¬ 
tives are secured and information processed has changed dramatically and 
vary widely from country to country. During the first half of the 20th cen¬ 
tury, the United States, and the West in general, based their doctrine of 
intelligence primarily on research and information gathered from "open 
sources,” whereas the Soviets and E astern B loc depended more on a "cloak 
and dagger” approach in which intelligence is gathered from secret sources 
using a vast network of spies, informers, and undercover agents to ferret 
out highly classified documents and raw data and to lure potential traitors 
into their service. 

By the early 1920s, the intelligence services of key Western E uropean 
powers including England and France, were alerted to the fact that the 
Bolsheviks, in addition to building up the Cheka, their internal secret police 
used to combat "counter-revolutionary" activities and sabotage at home, 
were also planning a new and vast international espionage network. 

In early 1918, Communist chief Vladimir Lenin, put the Cheka, into the 
hands of Felix Edmundovich Dzerzhinsky, considered to be the father of 
modern Soviet espionage. Although the name of Soviet intelligence serv¬ 
ices has changed over the years from the Cheka to the GPU (State Political 
Administration, 1922-1923), to the OGPU (Unified State Political Direc¬ 
torate, 1923-1934) to the NKVD (People's Commissariat for Internal 
Affairs, 1934-1946) to the MD (Ministry of Internal Affairs 1946-1954), 
and finally to the KGB (Committee for State Security) that was supple¬ 
mented by the GRU (Chief Intelligence Directorate of the General Staff) 
in 1954, Soviet espionage agents are still known to Soviet citizens as 
Chekists. 36 Following the death of Dzerzhinsky in 1926, Lenin’s heir to ter¬ 
ror, Josef Stalin, made the newly expanded Soviet secret police the instru¬ 
ment of his absolute power over the Russian people. 

In terms of foreign espionage, during the early 1920's, Soviet intelli¬ 
gence operations designed to foment World Revolution were routinely 
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centered in Soviet embassies. Gradually, however, Stalin began to replace 
this highly vulnerable system with a more sophisticated network of Soviet 
agents headed by resident directors who had no connections to the Soviet 
Union's formal diplomatic staff abroad and who operated under orders 
directly from Moscow. Labour unions, universities, industrial centers and 
liberal political and cultural institutions in the United States and in Europe 
were the primary targets of Communist infiltration and control. For exam¬ 
ple, in England, the Trotskyists and Communists posed as Socialists and 
heavily infiltrated the Labour Party. Even the Tories were not immune from 
infiltration. The NKVD was also able to use the Comintern intelligence 
apparatus in Britain to recruit civil servants from the governmental bureau¬ 
cracy at Whitehall, including members of the "permanent secretaries" club 
of heads of the Department of State.” 37 

During the late 1920s and early 1930s, as Stalin was methodically plan¬ 
ning his Great Terror at home in the form of massive political, military, eco¬ 
nomic and agricultural purges that cost an estimated 20 million Russian 
lives, he also embarked upon a vastly expanded espionage program de¬ 
signed to secure diplomatic, military, industrial and scientific intelligence 
from the West. 38 

Stalin ordered that Soviet-controlled long-term "sleepers" and "moles" 
be placed in secret service agencies, high government posts and key uni¬ 
versity and scientific centers throughout the West. His strategy proved 
deadly successful especially against British Intelligence Services and the 
United States' Office of Strategic Services (OSS) and later the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the National Security Agency (NSA). 39 

As espionage writers Phillip Knightley, Bruce Page, and David Leitch, 
have pointed out, "A penetrated secret service is not just a bad one; it is 
an appalling liability." 40 "For at least ten years, a charitable estimate, the 
British Secret Service in areas of diplomacy, economics and strategic de¬ 
fense were the blind leading the blind; operations were forfeited; officers 
compromised; agents shot, imprisoned or forced to become channels of 
misleading information, i.e., disinformation," they charged. 41 

The fact, that by 1932, Stalin had already set a course of covert warfare 
against the West, well in advance of the onset of World War II, supports 
the theory put forth by historians such as Professor Ernst Topitsch of the 
University of Graz in Austria, that the Soviet dictator used the war as a part 
of the Soviet long-term strategy for the subjugation and destruction on the 
non-Communist world, that is to say, the Second World War was essentially 
Stalin’s war not H itler’s. 42 

A Soviet Hook for Everyone 

Stalin honed Soviet espionage into an exacting science with a "hook” 
tailor-made for an exact fit of every potential target of recruitment. 
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In terms of diplomatic intelligence, the principle sources of State 
secrets were foreign diplomats, ambassadors, staff members of foreign min¬ 
istries including code clerks and secretaries, members of parliaments and 
ambitious politicians who in their quest for power sought financial aid and 
support from the liberal establishment. 43 

Foreign Office departmental heads were of particular value because 
they were able to supply the Soviets with confidential documents of the 
secret policies and strategies of multiple foreign governments. The great¬ 
est Soviet prize, however, was the hooking of a high level diplomat or 
ambassador who, in addition to being privy to important foreign policy deci¬ 
sions, could be used by the Soviets as a J udas-goat to attract other recruits, 
or as an "agent of influence" as well as a vehicle for disinformation. 44 

Soviet intelligence offices kept detailed life histories of potential re¬ 
cruits in the diplomatic field that included background information on their 
character traits and temperament, family life, schooling, religion, finances, 
associations, ideology, politics, and sexual habits and vices. 45 Since diplo¬ 
matic posts including those of the U nited States and E urope as well as the 
Vatican, have traditionally attracted an inordinate number of male perverts, 
the Soviets found that in the case of homosexual diplomats, blackmail was 
worth the extra risk and expense. 46 

Interestingly, even when a Soviet agent failed to hook homosexual 
diplomats with a threat of blackmail or exposure, his illegal overtures were 
rarely reported to the authorities by the compromised diplomat or ambas¬ 
sador, since the latter was unwilling to expose his own illicit sexual habits. 47 

Significantly, in sharp contrast to the Soviets who were quick to ap¬ 
preciate and exploit the traditional blackmail potential of homosexuality, 
British intelligence services were not. Active homosexuality, as we shall 
see, was not an automatic disqualification for either intelligence work or 
high civil service positions in England between 1939 and 1945. Even in 
1948, when the exclusion policy of positive vetting of known homosexuals 
was put into effect by England's national security agencies, it was never 
fully enforced. No middle class intelligence employee was likely to jeop¬ 
ardize his job by questioning the moral qualifications of upper-class civil 
service and intelligence applicants who, by reason of birth or wealth, were 
automatically granted the choicest of governmental appointments as well 
as rapid upward career mobility. Even if a whistle-blower was willing to risk 
his job by blackballing an upper-class bugger as a security risk, his recom¬ 
mendation could be over-ridden by his superior or by Whitehall. This was 
one reason why once the Soviets had established their "rich-boys” spy- 
mole network at Oxbridge, the numerous M arxist cells were able to wreak 
so much havoc on Britain’s (and America’s) intelligence services. 48 

When it came to gathering intelligence of a scientific nature, the Soviets 
found that flattery and the promise of greater power and influence was a 
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more powerful hook than sex. As E nglish writer Rebecca West has pointed 
out in her many excellent works on the subject of treason, prominent for¬ 
eign scientists were lavishly wined and dined and treated with a feigned 
deference by Stalin. 49 

In connection with the cases of convicted atomic scientists and Soviet 
agents Alan Nunn May and Klaus Fuchs, West noted, that "Little can be 
said in defense of this policy of trying the criminal in a manner which con¬ 
cealed the nature of the crime from the public which had suffered from it. 
It helped the Communists, enabling them to present the scientist Com¬ 
munist spies as starry-eyed altruists who imparted secrets to other powers 
just because they were scientists and wanted their fellow scientists to have 
the benefit of their own discoveries, and were so unworldly that they did 
not know that they were doing any harm, and hardly knew what ideologies 
were about. This was the picture the world got and it was as untrue.” 50 

M ay was a well-known M arxist and a radical member of the Cambridge 
branch of the Union of Scientific Workers and Klaus Fuchs who betrayed 
atomic secrets directly to the Soviets was a long-time M arxist ideologue 
who was deep into the Communist network, said West. 51 These men had 
an exaggerated sense of their own importance and power, she said, because 
their knowledge was tied to weapons of mass destruction and therefore 
people could be blackmailed into submission. 52 Their uniform defense, that 
"science is reason, therefore it cannot know treason,” and that "scientists 
can do no harm because they are scientists and science is right,” she con¬ 
cluded, was patently false and subversive to truth and to the nation. 53 

"Sexpionage"— The Soviet Honey and Drone Trap 

The linking of sex with spying goes back to biblical times, but Stalin 
honed sexual entrapment into an art form. The Soviet sex hook proved par¬ 
ticularly valuable in connection with securing military, national defense and 
political intelligence, and as a weapon to bring down political opponents of 
the Soviet Union. 

In his 1976 expose, Sexpionage—The Exploitation of Sex by Soviet 
Intelligence, David Lewis described the complex, costly and utterly dehu¬ 
manizing training of Soviet "swallows” (female agents) and "ravens” (male 
agents) who were generally recruited by the KGB from respectable, middle 
class families and had professional backgrounds. 54 

In addition to basic ideological, political and technical training, the sex 
agents were subject to a thorough process of sexual densensitation prior to 
their formal instruction in all forms of sex acts including homosexuality and 
sadomasochism. 

Lewis reported that the Soviets kept a large stable of homosexuals 
as full-time agents whose varied targets included foreign diplomats and 


302 



THE HOM INTERN AND THE CAMBRIDGE SPIES 


tourists. 55 These men were usually young male prostitutes who were given 
a "choice” of working for the KGB or being imprisoned. 56 According to a 
"graduate" Lewis interviewed from the Verkhonoye sex center near Kazan 
who used the name "Dimitri,” these homosexual prostitutes were exceed¬ 
ingly handsome and some were "very young.” 57 They were kept separate 
from the other KGB recruits, he said. "They seemed to suffer a great deal 
from the dehumanizing training methods, and two of them committed sui¬ 
cide during my stay there,” Dimitri told Lewis. 58 

In 2001, Jamie Glazov, Frontpage M agazine’s managing editor, revealed 
one of the Soviet’s most innovative homosexual sting operations. 

The Soviet target was John Watkins, Canadian ambassador to the 
Soviet Union from 1954 to 1956. 59 Glazov reported that during his assign¬ 
ment in M oscow, Watkins, a homosexual with known M arxist sympathies, 
routinely sought out anonymous sex partners. One of his Russian acquain¬ 
tances named Alyosha, an employee of the Soviet Foreign Ministry with 
whom Watkins formed a close friendship was none other than the famed 
KBG spy recruiter Oleg Gribanov, whose legendary success at homosexual 
entrapments had secured virtually all of NATO's classified documents for 
the Soviet Union. 60 

According to Glazov, while posing as Watkin’s friend, Gribanov set up 
the hapless ambassador with a KGB plant in a M oscow hotel. The two men 
were captured on film in flagrante delicto. Gribanov promised to run inter¬ 
ference for Watkins if the ambassador could bring himself to "warm up” to 
the Soviet ambassador to Canada, Dimitri Chuvakhin, when he returned to 
Ottawa that spring. When Watkins completed his posting and returned to 
Canada, he made no effort to inform the authorities that he was being black¬ 
mailed. He was offered the job of Assistant Under-Secretary of State for 
External Affairs and there he remained until his retirement, said Glazov. 

In the meantime, in the United States, between 1961 and 1964, no less 
than three high-ranking Soviet defectors informed the CIA that a homo¬ 
sexual Canadian ambassador to Moscow was being blackmailed by the 
Soviets. In August 1964, after an investigation of suspected candidates, 
Canadian officials ordered the Royal Canadian M ounted Police to hoof over 
to the Watkins’ residence and pick him up for questioning. During the 
RCM P interrogation Watkins was reported to have suffered a fatal heart 
attack which brought a quick and tidy end to the distasteful affair. It remains 
unclear, whether Watkins did or did not act as an "agent of influence” for 
the Soviets before his untimely death. For the record, as reported by 
Glazov, the new Canadian Ambassador to Moscow, David Johnson, who 
replaced Watkins, was also reported to be a homosexual. 61 

It was the Soviet’s experience, however, that many of their most suc¬ 
cessful homosexual traitors recruited from the West needed no elaborate 
sexpionage scheme to induce them to treachery. 
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British and American Intelligence Services 

As we have already observed from E ngland's attempts at penetration of 
Catholic seminaries in France during the Elizabethan period, the English 
were not slouches when it came to spying and intelligence gathering. 

By the late 1700s, the beginning of a formal structure for Britain's 
secret service was set into motion with the creation of a H ome Office and 
Foreign Office within the Department of State. In the decades that fol¬ 
lowed, Britain’s vast complex of foreign embassies provided the cover for 
an expanded secret service abroad and a domestic service that specialized 
in code breaking and infiltration of enemy intelligence services especially 
those of Russia and Bismarck’s Prussia. 

Britain's modern Secret Intelligence Service (SIS) known as M 16, was 
founded in 1909. It was attached to the Foreign Office and directed British 
espionage work abroad. During the First World War, it concentrated on the 
infiltration of Germany’s espionage units. After the war, the SIS was instru¬ 
mental in assisting the United States in developing its own intelligence 
network. The British and the United States also entered into a secret 
agreement for sharing counterintelligence information which later gave 
Stalin another major avenue of intelligence gathering especially in relation¬ 
ship to the development of the atom bomb. 

One of the SIS' most valuable anti-Soviet operations was the 1927 raid 
on the London offices of the All Russia Cooperative Society Ltd., (ARCOS), 
the Russian trade delegation, from which the British secured thousands of 
secret documents on Communist activities and agents in E ngland. 

The raid was staged by M 15, the British Security Service attached to the 
Home Office and dealt primarily with homeland security including the cap¬ 
ture of foreign spies, terrorists and insurgents on E ngiish soil. Its nuts and 
bolts activities included the maintenance of a Central Registry for tracking 
suspected enemy agents and a specialized intelligence Black List. Other 
specialized subsidiary intelligence units existed both within and without 
the framework of M15 and M 16 including the famous Government Code & 
Cypher School, that broke the German code (ULTRA) during the Second 
World War. 

In 1941, the British created an ultra-secret security division that oper¬ 
ated in the Western hemisphere, British Security Coordination (BSC), as a 
legal cover for all of its other intelligence units including M 15 and M 16, 
Special Operations Executive (SOE) and the Political Warfare Executive. 62 

The structure of United States domestic and foreign intelligence serv¬ 
ices closely mirrored that of the British system. Up until the end of the 
First World War, the responsibilities for gathering and interpreting enemy 
diplomatic, military and political secrets were divided between the State 
Department with its systems of foreign attaches and embassies, and the 
military intelligence services of the Armed Forces that included the Office 
of Naval Intelligence (ONI) and G-2, the War Department's Military 
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Intelligence Division. During World War I, both the Army and the Navy had 
established separate offices to decipher and read foreign and enemy com¬ 
munications. In 1920, the American military intelligence secret cryptologic 
section known as the "Black Chamber,” broke the Japanese diplomatic 
cipher, a major espionage achievement. H owever, Secretary of State, H enry 
L. Stimson, shut the code-crackers down in 1929 with the admonition that 
"gentlemen do not read each other’s mail.” 63 

On July 11,1941, in an effort to reduce the growing friction and compe¬ 
tition between the various United States intelligence sectors, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed William "Wild Bill" Donovan as the coor¬ 
dinator to a new centralized, civilian wartime agency, the Office of Infor¬ 
mation modeled after the British SIS and based at the White House. 
Donovan was a Columbia Law School graduate, a World War I hero and a 
member of the liberal E astern E stablishment from which he drew much of 
the OSS leadership. The Office of the Coordinator of Information (COI) was 
charged with intelligence gathering and assimilation of matters touching 
upon national security. COI opened its London office in November 1941. 

In June, 1942, Donovan's COI underwent a major reorganization. Its 
staff and budget was divided into two sectors — an Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS) directed by Donovan, but placed under the office of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (JCS) with its own overseas counterintelligence secret 
service (X-2), and the Foreign Information Service (FIS) that was placed 
under Roosevelt's direct supervision at the newly created Office of War 
Information. 

The overall purpose of the OSS was to support military operations 
in the field by providing research, propaganda, and commando support. 
Donovan filled the OSS’ Research and Analysis Branch (R&A) with well- 
known elite members of the Eastern Establishment, while the Special 
Operations Branch (SO) that ran paramilitary and psychological warfare 
operations in Europe and Asia represented a more multi-talented, multi¬ 
national force that assisted Allied and partisan forces during World War II. 
The OSS also established a Secret Intelligence Branch (SI) under Prince¬ 
ton-educated SI station chief, Allen W. Dulles, who operated out of the 
American Embassy in Bern, Switzerland. 

Professional military intelligence officers convinced Roosevelt that 
General Donovan and his OSS should be denied access to top secret Allied 
deciphered communications from Japan using the decoder system nick¬ 
named M AGIO as well as decoded messages from Germany using U LTRA. 
H owever the OSS’ counterintelligence branch, X-2 which shared its intelli¬ 
gence with British SIS, did have access to German ULTRA intelligence. 
This proved to be a fatal error. 

By the end of World War II, the OSS dubbed "Oh So Social" by its crit¬ 
ics, had been infiltrated by at least 15 Soviet spies as well as other criminal 
elements from the Sicilian M afia which meant that not only was the OSS 
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an expensive, internally-corrupted and ineffectual "secret service," it also 
became a dangerous source of Soviet disinformation and of post-war infil¬ 
tration by Soviet agents. In short, the OSS was the most deeply penetrated 
of the United States intelligence services. None had so many Soviet moles 
as the OSS. 64 

On October 1,1945, under the Truman Administration, the OSS was 
officially dissolved. Its R&A sector was transferred to the State Depart¬ 
ment and all other OSS branches including Secret Intelligence and X-2 
were absorbed by the War Department. Two years later, Truman, with the 
approval of Congress, authorized the creation of the Central Intelligence 
Group (CIG), later renamed the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), under 
the National Security Act of 1947. Like the OSS, the key posts of the CIA 
were filled by academics and politicians with all the proper Eastern Estab¬ 
lishment credentials— a veritable Old Boys Club not unlike that which 
spawned the Cambridge spies. 65 

Domestic counterintelligence, however, remained the task of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) headed by j. Edgar Hoover, the ONI and G-2. 

The Genesis of the Cambridge Spy Ring 

It has been reported by various Soviet defectors to the United States 
and England, that when Ivan Maisky, the Soviet Ambassador to Great 
Britain initially proposed the novel concept of recruiting young E nglish rad¬ 
ical upper-class highfliers as Soviet intelligence agents before they entered 
the corridors of power, both Stalin and Lavrenti Beria, head of the NKVD, 
were skeptical that such a plan could work. 66 

When they learned that many of these potential recruits were con¬ 
firmed pederasts and homosexuals they were even more incredulous. 
However, since the GRU was already well established in London and legal 
and illegal residents were in place to serve as controllers, Stalin gave the 
go ahead to Soviet Foreign M inistry officials to set the plan in motion. The 
year was 1932. Soviet intelligence under Comintern cover began the pro¬ 
cess of identifying, cultivating, evaluating and ultimately recruiting liberal- 
minded, anti-Fascist candidates from Oxbridge. 

M uch to the Soviets’ amazement, the scheme worked like magic. It ap¬ 
peared that Cambridge and to a lesser extent Oxford, Britain's two senior 
university centers were already well primed to become the epicenters of 
the greatest Soviet espionage success of the 20th century. 67 

For more than a century, the religious beliefs of faculty and students at 
England's premier educational institutions had been undermined by 
Oxbridge’s literary and intellectual elite. Christian morals had succumbed 
to the aggressive assault of neo-pagan Hellenism. The few remaining loyal 
servants of the King's religion found they could no longer even defend what 
little was left of the emasculated religious beliefs they had settled for 
against the rising tide of M odernism in its own clerical and secular ranks. 
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The British satirist, George Orwell (Eric Blair) once observed: 

Culturally ...the English intelligentsia are Europeanized. They take their 
cookery from Paris and their opinions from Moscow. In the general patriot¬ 
ism of the country they form a sort of island of dissident thought. E ngland 
is perhaps the only great country whose intellectuals are ashamed of their 
nationality. I n M arxist circles it is always felt that there is something slightly 
disgraceful in being an Englishman and that it is a duty to snigger at every 
English institution, from horse racing to suet puddings. It is a strange fact, 
but it is unquestionably true that almost any E nglish intellectual would feel 
more shamed of standing to attention during "God save the King” than of 
stealing from a poor box.” 68 

The 1930s recruitment of liberal-minded intellectuals and scientists at 
Oxbridge as "sleeper” agents represented the final phase of subversion 
by the Soviets that had begun decades earlier with attacks on England's 
class system and the penetration of Britain's trade unions and Labour 
M ovement. Communists "sold the sizzle" to Oxbridge's young idealists, 
that is, the idea of making the world safe from the menace of Fascism. 
H owever, M arxism found it difficult to compete with the popular Fabian 
Socialists, the more genteel of the collectivist movements. 

On campus, avowed Communists including economics dons like Maurice 
Dobb who helped found the Cambridge Communist Cell, Piero Sraffa, an 
associate of the Italian Communist leader Antonio Gramsci, and Roy Pascal, 
Professor of German at Cambridge, brought a generation of Oxbridge radi¬ 
cal undergraduates into the Soviet’s orbit of influence. 

The M arxists were also aided and abetted by a vast network of quasi- 
Masonic secret societies that pervaded upper class Britain as a whole and 
Oxbridge in particular. The most famous and exclusive of these secret cam¬ 
pus societies was Cambridge’s "Conversazione Society" known simply as 
"the Society," and its members as "Apostles." 

The Apostles, Homosexuality, and Marxism 

The Conversation Society based at King's College began in 1820 as a small, 
private club of Cambridge undergraduates founded by George Tomlinson 
from St. John’s College. Tomlinson later became Bishop of Gibraltar. 69 The 
all male, 12-member society gathered every Saturday night to discuss the 
philosophical issues of the day within the anti-authoritarian context of the 
liberal Broad Church M ovement that had found an uneasy home in the 
Anglican Church. 70 

Among the earliest "Apostles” were the young Victorian poet Alfred 
(later Lord) Tennyson (1809-1892) and his dearest friend Arthur Henry 
Hallam (1811-1833). Conspicuous by their absence were undergraduates 
who excelled in the scientific field, since by the 19th century the "two cul¬ 
tures" of the sciences and the arts had decided to go their separate ways. 71 
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By mid-century, the Apostles had developed into an elite secret society 
with heavy homoerotic undertones, a distinctively aggressive agnostic flavor, 
and politics that were decidedly liberal and pacifists. According to Richard 
Deacon, author of The Cambridge Apostles, their agenda embraced "the 
laicization of the U niversity and the abolition of religious tests for under¬ 
graduates and graduates.” 72 Spiritual rot was afoot. Deacon also reported 
that members like William Johnson (Cory), Lord Rosebery's tutor, had 
already taken to recruiting other active homosexuals into the New Order. 73 

Understandably, since homosexuality as well as agnosticism and athe¬ 
ism and anti-imperialistic sentiments were generally unwelcome in Vic¬ 
torian life and an obstacle to career advancement, the growing emphasis on 
secretiveness was both logical and necessary. 

According to Andrew Sinclair, another expert on the Apostles, the 
Society was a kind of "Cambridge M afia...alI members when accepted into 
the Society, had to swear a fearful oath that their souls would writhe in 
unendurable pain for all eternity if they were to betray the society to any¬ 
one not a member." 74 

For many of its socially alienated members, the Society functioned more 
as a family than an organization— a place where these perpetually adoles¬ 
cent "misfits," in love with their own sense of superiority and importance, 
didn’t have to worry about competing in the real world for either women or 
commercial jobs or social position. 75 

By the turn of the century, members with decidedly pederastic desires 
such as the congenital bachelor Goldsworthy Lowes Dickinson, a well- 
known disciple of "Socratic love," were recruiting qualified "embryos" based 
less on their intellectual qualifications than on their good looks and physi¬ 
cal attributes. 76 The new "High Church" of the Apostles now aggressively 
warred against Christianity. It boasted its own line of "Apostolic succession" 
and mystical hierarchy as well as its own dogma, religious services, and 
blessings, all of which served to mock Christian doctrine and the Sacra¬ 
ments. 77 It replaced Sacred Scripture with a new "bible" that touted the 
virtues of the "H igher Sodomy." 78 The fact that a significant number of 
Apostles engaged in sexually criminal behavior buttressed their sense of 
mutual dependency and loyalty toward one another not merely during their 
university years, but for a lifetime. 

The Bloomsbury Connection 

It would be impossible to understand the inner workings of the Apostles 
and the Society’s connection to the Cambridge spy organization without at 
least a brief reference to the Bloomsbury Group to which many of its most 
influential members were intimately tied. This exclusive and influential 
cultural coterie developed out of a series of friendships between the well- 
to-do literary and artistic Stephen children —Vanessa, Virginia, J ulian 
Thoby and Adrian— and their Cambridge friends that included such promi- 
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nent Apostles as John Maynard Keynes, Lytton Strachey, Duncan Grant, 
and E. M. Forster. 79 Novelist D. H. Lawrence's pointed description of 
"Bloomsberries" as "little swarming selves" reflected the self-absorbed, 
queer character of the group that held court on Thursday evenings at the 
Stephen residence at 46, Gordon Square in the bohemian Bloomsbury 
section of London. 80 

Bloomsberries were agnostic, politically liberal, pacifist and sexually lib¬ 
erated. Sexual partnerings were of primary importance within the closed 
Bloomsbury collective. All affairs, homosexual, bisexual and heterosexual, 
were in a constant state of flux and reconfiguration. 

For example, Vanessa Stephen was married to the wealthy coal heir 
Clive Bell, but had a child by the handsome Scottish-born painter artist 
Duncan Grant who was attracted to Vanessa’s brother Adrian, but who 
also had a string of homosexual affairs with fellow Apostles Keynes and 
Strachey who had been engaged in a bitter tug-of-war over the Society’s 
new acquisition Arthur Lee Flobhouse, who had fallen head over heels 
in love with Grant, who later formed a menage-a-trois with Vanessa and 
Grant’s new lover, David Garnett. 

When World War I began and young eligible men became in short sup¬ 
ply, some of the Apostle-Bloomsbury "buggers,” as Virginia Stephen Woolf 
used to call them, began to console themselves with female companions 
and a few even discovered "the joys of domesticity.” 81 For instance, the 
outrageously promiscuous Keynes, whom the jealous Strachey once re¬ 
ferred to as "safety-bicycle with genitals,” later in life, fell in love with, and 
much to the alarm of his fellow Apostles and Bloomsberries, actually mar¬ 
ried, and successfully so, Lydia Lopokova, one of the greatest dancers of 
Diaghilev’s Russian ballet. 82 

Given the overall importance and great influences of the Apostles and 
their Bloomsbury intimates on Cambridge university life in the late 1920s 
and early 1930s, it was logical that the NKVD’s efforts at recruiting rich 
upper-class young men for their expanded spy ring at Cambridge would 
have included plans to exploit both groups. 

As related by Andrew Sinclair in The Red and the Blue—Cam¬ 
bridge,Treason and Intelligence, the actual take-over of the Apostles by the 
Soviets proved to be a relatively uncomplicated operation. By the late 
1920s, "the affinity for M arxism” had become as important a requirement 
for membership in the secret society "as good looks and intelligence.” 83 
Sinclair reported that of the 26 Apostles elected between 1927 and 1937, 20 
of them, that is 75% of the new membership "were either Socialists, 
Marxist sympathizers, Marxists, or committed Communists.” "This in a 
student body that was no more than a fraction of one percent M arxist,” he 
emphasized. 84 

The active hostility of the Bloomsbury Apostles toward Christianity and 
traditional morality and their clandestine network of criminal and illicit sex, 
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when combined with the equally forbidden and subversive agenda of 
M arxist World Revolution, made for an explosive mix, that when fully acti¬ 
vated, would prove a deadly one for the British nation. 

Anthony Blunt— A Treasonable Life 

On M ay 5,1928, the first man of the Cambridge Ring of Five, 19-year- 
old Trinity undergraduate Anthony Frederick Blunt was accepted into the 
inner sanctum of the Society as Apostle no. 273. 85 Blunt’s immediate pred¬ 
ecessors in the "Apostolic line” of the Society were Alister Watson and 
Philip Dennis Proctor, both of whom either were or became Soviet agents. 86 
In the fall of 1928, the enthusiastic M arxist revolutionary, Julian Bell, 
Vanessa and Clive’s son, followed his lover Blunt into the Society. Julian, 
who was killed in the Spanish Civil War, was not a particularly attractive 
young youth, but the short-lived affair gave Blunt an entree into the art and 
homosexual world of the Bloomsbury Group, that is to say, Julian proved 
useful to Blunt, and "useful’’ people were Blunt’s forte. 

Anthony Blunt was born on September 26,1907, in the small provincial 
town of Bournemouth, H ampshire into an affluent upper middle class fam¬ 
ily with strong roots to the Church of E ngland. Blunt’s fraternal grandfather 
had been Suffragan Bishop of H ull. H is father, Reverend Arthur Stanley 
Vaughan Blunt, also a well-known Anglican cleric, was appointed chap¬ 
lain in 1912 to St. M ichael's, the British Embassy church in Paris where 
Sir Francis Bertie was serving as Britain's ambassador. 87 It was in Paris 
that young Anthony was first exposed to his lifelong passion of French 
Renaissance art. 

According to M iranda Carter, one of Blunt’s more contemporary biogra¬ 
phers, the young boy’s claim to fame came from the maternal side of the 
family tree. H is mother, H ilda Violet M aster Blunt, of the 16th century 
landed-gentry Masters of Barrow Green, was second cousin to the Earl of 
Strathmore, the father of the future Queen Elizabeth II. 88 

In the Blunt family constellation, "little Anthony” was the runt of the 
litter and his mother’s favorite, said Carter. Hilda doted on her very bright, 
pretty, blue-eyed son whose "delicate" health demanded extra solicitous 
care and attention. Anthony in turn formed a life-long attachment to his 
oldest brother, Wilfred, with whom he shared a nascent "artistic tempera¬ 
ment" and attachment. This left middle brother Christopher out in the cold, 
said Carter. 89 

As each Blunt boy reached boarding school age, he was sent back to 
England to receive his education at Marlborough, one of Britain’s "Great 
Schools” that catered to the sons of clergymen. 90 Anthony arrived at the 
prestigious public school in January 1921 at the age of 14 thoroughly pre¬ 
pared to light up the school with his academic brilliance and sense of 
noblesse oblige. Alas! It was a rude awakening for the young man to discover 
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that at Marlborough, athletics were all, and he was neither physically or 
temperamentally inclined toward organized sports. Further, upper-class¬ 
men who served as prefects ruled over all aspects of campus life. 

Robert Cecil, a former classmate of Blunt’s reported that young Blunt 
was able to beat the system by catering to the sexual needs of senior boys 
and prefects. 91 Cecil's statement was backed up by other former Marl¬ 
borough, boys including academic John H ilton who noted that by his senior 
year, Blunt had had a number of serious homosexual affairs and a stable of 
favorites who were sometimes referred to as the "Elect." 92 Hilton along 
with Blunt and the future poet Louis MacNeice, another cleric's son, 
formed a "Wildean aesthetic" trio behind which the lads were able to dis¬ 
guise their rejection of their religious heritage. 93 Hilton described Anthony 
in his later years at M arlborough as "an austere hedonist...living for grati¬ 
fication of the senses, with an eye for social esteem and seeking anchorage 
in a system of scholarly detail." 94 Young Anthony was apparently a rebel 
with a cause at a relatively young age. 

Some contemporaries recalled that Blunt was notorious for his vindic¬ 
tiveness and personal vendettas. Others recall his reptilian coldness. All 
agreed that he was exceedingly conceited about his intellectual abilities 
which, in fact, were very good. There is one word that never appeared on 
the lips of Blunt’s friends, of which there were a few, or foes when describ¬ 
ing his character— that word was "kind." Blunt was a totally self-absorbed, 
selfish individual. 

In October 1926, Blunt entered Trinity College, Cambridge on a M arl¬ 
borough scholarship. When his efforts to gain honors in M athematics failed, 
he switched to Modern Languages with a specialty in French. 95 In the 
meantime his interest in art grew apace, although here he met with another 
source of frustration. Blunt was very intelligent, but, according to Art 
Master Christopher Hughes, "he had little artistic ability himself." 96 The 
creatively impotent Blunt soothed his wounded ego by later becoming an 
art historian, critic and cultural revolutionary. 

One of Blunt's closest friends was Knox Cunningham (later Sir) who 
attended Fettes Clare College in Cambridge. Cunningham, was to later go 
on to a distinguished political career in Parliament and served as Private 
Secretary to Prime M inister Harold M acmillan from 1959 to 1963. H e also 
held important positions in the Orange Order and the M asonic Province of 
Gloucester as well as various Ulster Unionist posts in Northern Ireland. 
According to Irish-born bisexual writer and full-time gossip, Robin Bryans 
(pseudonym Robert Harbinson) who became part of London's up-scale 
homosexual clique in the mid-1940s, Cunningham was known as a "muffle 
queen" who liked to be "screwed by young boys." 97 Bryans said that 
Cunningham remained in contact with Blunt after his Cambridge years and 
later became a frequent visitor to Blunt’s London home. 98 
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By 1928, Blunt’s connections to Bloomsbury’s art critics Clive Bell and 
Roger Fry, and to Trinity don and art authority Andrew Gow gave him an 
entree into London’s prestigious art circles." At the same time, his mem¬ 
bership in the Apostles gave him access to Cambridge’s most influential 
secret society and homosexual network. 100 That Blunt was also a con¬ 
firmed Marxist by this time has been confirmed by a number of reliable 
sources including Louis MacNeice. 101 

In 1932, Blunt was elected a Trinity fellow. He remained on campus 
where he tutored in French and began to carve out a career in art history 
with a special passion for the work of Nicolas Poussin. 

Somewhere between 1933 and 1934, either before, during, or immedi¬ 
ately after an academic "tour” of M oscow, Blunt was officially recruited as 
a paid Soviet agent. 102 H e was given the Code Names YAN, JOH NSON, and 
TONY. 103 

It remains somewhat of an irony that, had Blunt ventured out of his 
down-town Moscow hotel to engage in a little "cottaging," during his trip, 
he might have noticed that the sexual pickings were rather lean except, 
of course, for KGB-trained male "ravens” who regularly monitored pub¬ 
lic urinals and other haunts frequented by foreigner homosexuals. This 
dearth of available young M oscovites was due to the fact that in early 1933 
Stalin had given the OGPU (political police) permission to begin a round¬ 
up of Moscow homosexuals who were shipped for use as slave labor to 
prison "workcamps” like that at the "Third Watershed" on the Baltic-While 
Canal that housed about 3,000 M oscow homosexuals. 104 

There is no evidence, however, that Blunt ever expressed any objection 
to Stalin’s purges of sodomites in Moscow once the news became public 
knowledge to London’s homosexual underground. Nor that Soviet sexual 
entrapment either in M oscow, London or Cambridge ever played a role in 
inducing Blunt to betray his country. H e did it out of sheer pleasure. 

Thanks to his many influential patrons and close friends including the 
trend-setting socialite Victor Rothschild, Blunt’s influence in the art field 
grew. From 1937 to 1939 he worked on the staff of the Warburg Institute of 
the U niversity of London, a "progressive" and "revolutionary" art research 
center, and produced his first book on Renaissance art, Artistic Theory in 
Italy, 1450-1600 which was dedicated to his dear friend, Guy Burgess. 105 

According to Charles Saumarez Smith, a book reviewer for The Ob¬ 
server, among Blunt’s severest critics was Rebecca West who knew Blunt 
in the 1930s, and "regarded him then as intellectually lightweight, a known 
Communist, always sporting a red tie and frequently drunk." 106 

When England entered the Second World War, Blunt volunteered to 
serve in the British Army, was commissioned an officer, served briefly in 
the M ilitary Security Police in M ilitary Intelligence and then was ordered 
by the Soviets to join M 15, the British Security Service. 107 
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It should be noted that prior to Blunt’s entry into M15, he had used the 
influence of his brother, Christopher, to enter M inley M anor in H ampshire 
to take an Army staff college course on counter-intelligence. His com¬ 
mander at that time was Colonel Shearer who told Blunt that he had 
received orders from the War Office in London that Blunt was not to be 
assigned to intelligence work. 108 H owever, the departmental recommenda¬ 
tion was overridden when a highly placed senior civil servant intervened 
on his behalf. The M inisterial official was none other than Dennis Proctor 
(later Sir), an Apostle and Soviet agent, who served as private secretary to 
former Prime M inister Stanley Baldwin. 109 Blunt also got assistance from 
Victor Rothschild who was working for MI5 and Guy Burgess who was 
assigned to Section D of M I6. 110 

Captain M axwell Knight, a homosexual, who joined M 15 in 1925, warned 
M 15 officials about that "bugger” Blunt, but his lone voice was ignored. 
Unfortunately, Knight was never far out of the woods himself given his 
occult connections to Satanist Aleister Crowley. 111 Knight was also per¬ 
sonally compromised by his passionate obsession with Tom Driberg (Lord 
Bradwell), a lover of Burgess and M P, who served the Soviets as a paid 
agent for 12 years. 112 

Tom Driberg’s "arrangement” with the Soviets went way back when he 
solicited sex from a man at a public urinal on one of his visits to M oscow. 
The man turned out to be a KGB agent of the SCD second Chief Direct¬ 
orate. 113 After Driberg was confronted with photographs of his sex acts 
with the Soviet "raven,” he started to serve M oscow using the Code Name 
AGENT ORANGE. The Soviets used Driberg to gather political intelli¬ 
gence on the Labour Party and to promote active measures in political cir¬ 
cles within his sphere of influence. 114 The KGB also had photographs of 
Driberg engaging in homosex with Guy Burgess. 115 

During the five or so intervening years between his recruitment and his 
activation by his Soviet controller in 1939, Blunt had already proven to be 
a valuable "spotter” and recruiter for the Soviets, although, contrary to 
popular opinion, he did not recruit the three other known members of the 
Cambridge team— Guy Burgess, Donald M aclean, or H arold "Kim" Philby. 

Despite his increased professional responsibilities as a double agent, 
Blunt managed to carry-on a satisfactory and relatively open sex life that 
included a string of affairs with other Cambridge homosexuals of his own 
class including John Lehmann, an Etonian who became a Soviet under¬ 
ground courier, and Blunt’s long-time lover, Peter Montgomery, second 
cousin of British World War II hero Field Marshall Montgomery. Peter 
Montgomery became a musical director at the BBC and later a wartime 
army-intelligence staff officer. The reader may want to put a mental check 
mark after his name as we shall be revisiting Peter Montgomery, and his 
brother, H ugh, again in greater depth at the end of this chapter. 
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In terms of sexual partners, however, Blunt preferred rough trade, part¬ 
ners who were both his intellectual and social inferior and over whom he 
could exert his desire for power and dominance. This desire for power was 
a trait that was not lost on the Cambridge Soviet talent scouts who found in 
young Blunt all the characteristics of a successful traitor— a superior, but 
"underappreciated" intelligence, ruthless ambition, solipsism to the nth 
degree, homosexuality, a vice that could be exploited, and an ability to com¬ 
partmentalize his life and play out many roles. Psychoanalysis aside, per¬ 
haps book reviewer David Pryce-Jones writing in the New Criterion best 
summarized the essence of Blunt's "being” in his simple yet poignant 
epithet, "Blunt was a shit through and through." 116 

Guy Burgess—The "Conspicuous Spy" 

In his autobiographical reminiscences, fellow Cambridge spy Kim Philby 
once remarked that, "He (Burgess) must have been one of the very few 
people to have forced themselves into the Soviet special service ...(H e) was 
a very special case.” 117 While the Soviets "were clearly anxious to recruit 
him," wrote Philby, he himself, was of the opinion that Burgess’s unrelent¬ 
ing capacity for "making himself conspicuous" would compromise him as a 
secret agent. In the end, however, Philby and his Soviet controller "Otto” 
correctly concluded that it would be better to bring Burgess into their spy 
circle than leave him out in the cold, especially as he was likely to break the 
door down anyway. Thus it was that in the summer of 1934, Guy Francis 
de M oncy B urgess entered the annals of history as the most "conspicuous” 
member of the Cambridge spy ring. His Code Name was MADCHEN, 
German for girl. 

Guy Burgess came from good military stock. Born in 1911, in the West 
Country’s famous naval port-city ofDevonport, Plymouth, Guy was the eld¬ 
est son of Naval Officer Lt. Commander Malcolm Kingsforth Burgess and 
Evelyn Gillman Burgess. He had ayounger brother, Nigel. 118 

The young Burgess had just entered Eton in January 1924, at the age 
of 13, when his father died. About three years later, his widowed mother 
remarried, but the spoiled and cosseted Guy and his stepfather Colonel 
John R. Bassett D.B.O., a retired British Army officer, did not hit it off well, 
so it was off to military school with him. 

Shortly after his 16th birthday, in keeping with his family's maritime tra¬ 
dition, Guy was sent to the Royal Naval College at Dartmouth, but he never 
graduated. Thirty-three months after his entrance to the Naval College he 
abruptly left and returned to Eton, ostensibly because of failing eye sight. 
The suddenness and circumstances of his departure, however, gave cre¬ 
dence to the theory that Burgess was privately dismissed from Dartmouth 
because he had attempted to sexually seduce other cadets into homosexual 
liaisons. 
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So it was back to Eton, where the extremely bright and handsome 
Burgess captured both the Rosebery and Gladstone History Prizes and a 
scholarship in H istory to Trinity College, Cambridge which he entered in 
October 1930. 

Not surprisingly, his Adonis good looks and personal charm, keen intel¬ 
ligence, love of young men and anti-fascist, pro-Marxist sentiments which 
he enthusiastically wore on his sleeve, quickly brought him to the attention 
of Soviet infiltrated Apostles. H e was initiated into the Society along with 
his close friend Victor Rothschild, one of the few scientists ever accepted 
into the Apostles, on the evening of November 12, 1932. Burgess also 
joined the Cambridge University Socialist Society (CUSS) that was gradually 
being taken over by the Communists. 

In June 1934, Burgess visited Germany. He was in Berlin during Hitler’s 
political purge— the "N ight of the Long Knives.” Next, Burgess joined a 
small Cambridge "tour” group to Moscow that included Anthony Blunt 
and Burgess’ friend Derek Blaikie, an Oxonian Communist killed in World 
War II. 119 

One of the many stories told about Burgess’ stay in Moscow, was that 
he was found by the Soviet police dead drunk in the Park of Rest and 
Culture and inside of his coat pocket the police discovered letters of intro¬ 
duction to prominent Russian scholars and politicians from members of the 
Astor family. 

Burgess later claimed that while in M oscow, he had a long secret inter¬ 
view with Nikolai Bukharin, a powerful member of the Soviet Politburo 
and editor of Izvestia. 120 All things considered, it was probably in Moscow 
where Burgess and Blunt were given their final vetting by Stalin's agents. 
Guy Burgess had successfully fought his way into the ranks of the 
Cambridge spies. 

Although Burgess was fired up politically, his greatest passion was pas¬ 
sion, that is, homosex. Seduction, especially of older men was his forte, 
although any man who walked upright was a potential target for a sexual 
overture. 

His Cambridge classmate Goronwy Rees, explained that Guy regarded 
sex "as a useful machine for the manufacture of pleasure ...and at one time 
or another he went to bed with most of his friends.” 121 Rees said: 

He (Guy) was a kind of public schoolboy's guide to the mysteries of sex and 
he fulfilled his function almost with a sense of public service. Such affairs did 
not last long; but Guy had the faculty of retaining the affection of those he 
went to bed with and also, in some curious way, of maintaining a kind of per¬ 
manent domination over them, long after the affair was over he continued 
to assist friends in their sexual lives, which were often troubled and unsat¬ 
isfactory, to listen to their emotional difficulties and when necessary, find 
suitable partners for them. To such people he was a combination of father 
confessor and pimp and the number of people who were under obligation to 
him must have been very large indeed. 122 
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Among Burgess's earliest sexual conquests at Cambridge were 
Anthony Blunt who was besotted by Burgess, the effeminate bisexual 
Donald M aclean who was recruited at the same time as Burgess, and even 
the notorious womanizer, Kim Philby, who assisted in Burgess’s recruit¬ 
ment. Burgess, like Blunt also pursued sex with working-class young men 
and recommended them to his Cambridge homosexual friends as a means 
of releasing them from their "bourgeois" hang-ups. 123 

Jackie H ewit was one of Burgess’s live-in partners who bed-hopped be¬ 
tween Guy and Anthony. Years later, after Burgess fled to Moscow and 
British intelligence services interviewed H ewit about his relationship with 
Guy, H ewit told them that Guy kept all his love letters not for blackmail, but 
"as proof to himself of his own power to make men love him.” 124 Although 
it is clear that the naive Hewit would not have been privy to if or how 
Burgess’s controllers used the love letters, Jackie was right on the money 
when he noted that Burgess’s homosexual affairs were part of a "power- 
game” that Burgess used to control other men. Hewit was also correct 
when he told the SIS agents that "to the mostly heterosexual M 15 and M 16 
agents, the dynamics of the gay world of the 1930s must have seemed an 
incomprehensible web of interlocking relationships." 125 Unfortunately for 
the British, the Soviets did comprehend the scope and expolitability of the 
Homintern on a worldwide scale and put that knowledge to excellent use 
against their enemies in E ngland, the U nited States and E urope. 

Kim Philby — Master Spy 

Of all the Cambridge traitors, Harold Adrian Russell Philby, by way of 
his parentage and background, most likely would have been voted "the 
most likely to succeed" in the spy business. 

Born on New Year’s day, 1912, in Ambala, India where his father St.John 
Philby served as a high ranking civil servant in the Indian government, 
Philby was nicknamed "Kim" after Kipling’s young hero. When Sir John 
was stricken with wander lust and abandoned his Protestant faith to follow 
M ohammed along the lines of T. E. Lawrence, his wife Dora took over the 
rearing of Kim and his three sisters. Sir John's prolonged absences from 
home, which apparently his wife did not mind, and his strict sense of disci¬ 
pline and lack of warmth towards his own children when he was at home, 
created family tensions that were to leave an indelible mark on his young 
son. The sensitive and serious Kim developed a stutter early on in his 
childhood that he retained for life. The negative influence of father upon 
son can also be seen in Philby’s self-centered cynicism that came to char¬ 
acterize his relationship toward his fellow creatures, especially women, as 
well as his instinct for duplicity and self-preservation at all costs so neces¬ 
sary in the espionage game. 126 

On September 18,1924, the 12-year-old Kim entered his famous father’s 
alma mater, Westminster. Academically he excelled, winning the Marshall 
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M emorial Prize for H istory, and he eventually developed some competency 
in sports. E motionally speaking, however, he remained stunted. H is speech 
impediment grew into a major source of embarrassment. H is antipathy 
toward Protestant religious observances at the school increased his sense 
of religious and moral conflict. As an underclassman he was subject to sex¬ 
ual exploitation by seniors and prefects— "I was 'buggered' and 'bugged.'” 
at Westminster he would later admit. 127 B ut perhaps, most telling, was 
the charge that was brought against young Philby during his third year at 
Westminster. One of Kim’s tutors by the name of Luce reported to school 
officials that Philby had developed a propensity for untruthfulness, that is, 
he had lied or cheated on a serious matter. 128 Indeed, among his own class¬ 
mates, Kim had already acquired a reputation for deceitful behavior. In the 
end the matter was set aside, no doubt due to Sir John's influence and 
Philby was allowed to continue at Westminster. H e graduated the following 
year with two scholarships, one for Christ Church, Oxford and the other 
for Trinity College, Cambridge. 129 At his father’s insistence, he selected 
Trinity. Kim was 17 when he went up to Cambridge in the spring of 1929. 

Although he was originally drawn to a career in politics, Kim’s disap¬ 
pointing academic performance in his history exams forced him to switch 
his major to economics in October of 1931. 130 H is personal interest in pol¬ 
itics continued, however. Given Sir John’s affinity for Socialism, it was not 
surprising that his son should eventually be drawn further left to the more 
daring and revolutionary tenets of M arxism. For starters, that summer, 
Philby joined and later became an officer of the Cambridge University 
Socialist Society. 

Through Dennis Holmes Robertson (later Sir), Kim's Director of Studies 
in economics who was also a closeted member of Cambridge's circle of 
homosexual academicians, Philby was introduced to the campus's most 
sought-after stud, Guy Burgess. The two men formed a strong friendship 
that was reinforced when Philby joined the Apostles in 1932, the same year 
that Guy Burgess had entered the Society. 131 Although Philby was not a 
homosexual, given the relentlessness with which Guy pursued his sexual 
quarry and Kim's adventurous temperament, his rebellious attitudes to¬ 
wards Establishment mores and heavy drinking, it is possible that the two 
men did engage in a brief and transitory affair at Cambridge. 132 

Immediately after graduating from Trinity in the summer of 1933 with a 
second-class degree in economics, Philby filled out an application for the 
Foreign Service. That fall, he set off for a vacation trip to Europe where he 
mixed romance with his growing interest in the Comintern. 133 On the sug¬ 
gestion of Professor M aurice H. Dobb, a M arxist recruiter at Cambridge, 
Philby met Communist leaders in Paris including Willi M unzenberg, a re¬ 
cruiter for the NKVD. 134 The Paris committee provided him with Com¬ 
munist contacts in Vienna where he met and on February 23,1934 married, 
Alice "Litzi” Friedman, a 23-year-old Polish Jewish divorce who was a 
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member of a number of revolutionary groups including the Zionist Socialist 
M ovement and the Revolutionary Socialists that were working against the 
Dollfuss government. 135 Litzi confirmed Kim’s commitment to Marxism. 

Upon returning to E ngland the following April, Philby immediately met 
with Dobb. He also visited Communist Party headquarters on King Street, 
London. He told Party officers that he and Litzi wanted to join the CPGB, 
but he was instructed to wait. Soon afterwards, Philby was put in touch 
with "Otto" who had been assigned as his case worker and controller. Kim 
was informed that under no circumstances was he to join the Party, as this 
would hinder his entrance into the Foreign Service. Instead, Philby became 
a Soviet spy and mole. 

One of Philby's first assignments was to spy on his own father whom 
the Soviets suspected was a British spy. Dutifully, Kim went through Sir 
John's papers at his London residence. 136 In the meantime Philby began to 
make out his list of potential recruits. At the bottom of his list was Guy 
Burgess. Near the top of his list was Donald M aclean. 

Donald Maclean —The Deadly "Innocent" 

The crest of the clan M aclean bears the words "Virtue M ine H onour.” 
Cambridge spy, Donald Duart Maclean (1913-1983) however, upheld 
neither the "Virtue” nor "Honor” of his Scottish ancestors. 137 

Considered to be the quintessential young diplomat on the rise, Donald 
Maclean (Code Names WISE, LYRIC, HOMER and STUART) was the 
younger son of Sir Donald M aclean, a staunch Presbyterian, successful 
solicitor, Liberal Party M P who served as M inister of Education under 
Stanley Baldwin’s National government and as President of the Board of 
Trade in the Ramsey M acDonald’s National Coalition Government of 1931. 

Young Donald's physical features and temperament— thin, blond, effete 
and gentle— reflected his mother's beauty and kindly demeanor rather 
than his father's aggressive and imposing features. Following in the foot¬ 
steps of his elder brother, Ian, Donald was educated at the elite Gresham’s 
School at Holt on the Norfolk coast. The vast majority of Gresham’s alumni 
annually moved on to top British universities including Cambridge, Oxford, 
Balliol and Christ Church. Maclean was no exception. 138 Unfortunately, by 
the time M aclean left Gresham’s for Trinity H all, Cambridge in 1931 at the 
age of 18, he had contracted two revolutionary viruses— one political 
(Communism) and the other sexual (homosexuality). 

The winsome M aclean soon found himself in the company of Burgess, 
Blunt and Philby — the former soon added Donald to his long list of sexual 
conquests while the latter helped recruit him as a Soviet spy. 139 Although 
the gung-ho Maclean was intent on immigrating to the "Worker's Par¬ 
adise,” he was finally persuaded to take the Civil Service exam in order to 
secure a position in the Foreign Office, which he succeeded in doing in 
October 1935, largely on the reputation of his recently deceased father. 
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Maclean's first posting with the Foreign Office was Secretary of the 
Western Department with responsibility for the low countries, Switzerland, 
Spain and Portugal, but the "Old Boys' Network" at Whitehall, as the 
Soviets had anticipated, soon promoted him to the Office of Secretary at the 
British Embassy in Paris. 140 

From here Maclean began to supply Moscow with diplomatic secrets 
and information on British foreign policy. It was in Paris that the sexually 
ambivalent Maclean met and married the American heiress, Melinda 
M arling. At the start of the Second World War, M aclean and his new wife, 
who was informed by her husband that he was a Soviet agent, returned to 
E ngland where he continued to supply M oscow with top secret documents 
while he awaited his next diplomatic appointment. 

Cambridge Moles Burrow in 
For Maximum Impact 

In 1935, when Stalin issued orders that Communist agents abroad go 
underground or if necessary fake a conversion to Fascism, the Cambridge 
spies were forced to change their political spots and burrow deeper into 
their holes. It was great fun. 

When we last left Blunt, he had joined M 15 where he had begun making 
his way up the intelligence ladder. Between 1940 and 1945, and even after 
the war was over, Blunt continued to pass on to M oscow top secret docu¬ 
ments from both M 15 and M 16 as well as German coded messages that had 
been deciphered at Bletchley Park, some 17,000 pieces of classified mate¬ 
rials in all, that included invaluable information on vital Allied post-war 
polices with regard to Poland, Latvia and Czechoslovakia that enabled the 
Soviets to bring down the Iron Curtain in Europe. 141 Blunt also provided 
the Soviets with the names of thousands of Russian expatriates living in 
Britain, many of whom, along with their wives and children were forcibly 
returned and systematically slaughtered by Stalin under the provisions of 
the Yalta Agreement. 

Blunt (and Philby) provided the Soviets with details on the Allied land¬ 
ing at Normandy in the summer of 1944 as well as on various M 15 opera¬ 
tions like "XX” (Double Cross) that involved "turning" both German and 
Soviet agents including Anatoly Gorsky, the First Secretary of the Soviet 
Embassy in London who just happened to be Blunt’s controller. 142 

In addition to sending thousands of foreigners to their death, Blunt, who 
had an almost photographic memory, was proud of the fact that he had 
passed on to the Soviets the name of every MI5 officer. 143 Fie also had 
access to the security vetting files of M 15, information from which was also 
sent to M oscow. 144 

According to intelligence writer, John Costello, author of Mask of Treach¬ 
ery, Blunt was the personification of the "agent of influence.” Fie helped 
thwart later internal investigations within M15 and M16 by laying false trails 
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away from Burgess, M aclean and Philby "while they were still operational, 
and even after they had defected to M oscow." 145 

Blunt also recruited a number of important Cambridge academics in¬ 
cluding the brilliant linguist, John Caircross, who is sometimes referred to 
as the Fifth M an in the Cambridge spy ring, although there were probably 
more than a dozen Oxbridge Soviet agents who could have claimed that title 
including a handful of M 15 and M 16 officers. Blunt also recruited Leo Long, 
an Apostle and military intelligence officer posted to M 114, who specialized 
in code breaking and signal intelligence. 146 

Just before the war ended, King George VI sent Blunt on a highly secret 
mission to Germany. Although the exact nature of this mission that lasted 
through 1947 remains shrouded in mystery, though not for want of theories, 
we do know that Blunt was aware of the contents of the private papers he 
was instructed to retrieve, and that he probably passed that information on 
to his Soviet controller. 147 According to Costello, his success in procuring 
the so-called "Windsor files" later proved to be "a gold-plated insurance 
policy" against prosecution for treason over the next 34 years, indeed, for 
his entire lifetime. 148 

After the war, Blunt continued his dual career as an art historian and 
critic and as a traitor. From 1945-1979 he held the position of Surveyor of 
the King’s (later Queen’s) Pictures, in which capacity he administered the 
Royal Family’s extensive collections. 149 In 1947, he was appointed director 
of the Courtauid Institute of Art. Three years later, he was elected a Fellow 
of the British Academy and in 1960, he became Professor of Art H istory at 
the University of London. He was knighted in 1956. 

In his "salad days," Blunt became somewhat of a fixture at Buckingham 
Palace and Windsor Castle where he maintained offices. It became some¬ 
what of a standing joke that when Blunt walked down the halls, the Palace 
guardsman would quip about the necessity of putting "their backs to the 
wall,” said Costello. 150 Obviously, homosexuality was no detriment to 
employment by the Royals, and never had been. Homosexual personal 
valets and courtiers in the Royal household, like homosexual diplomats in 
the Foreign Office, had distinct advantages over family men who, by neces¬ 
sity, were "distracted" by the cares of daily life. They could afford to be 
overly solicitous with their time and attention and were always on call. 
Some Royal valets and attendants were also known to sexually service 
their masters. 151 

Blunt and Burgess did much of their "entertaining” of M 15 and M 16 
officers and staff at their 5 Bentinck Street flat, a three-story maisonette 
building with recording and photograph facilities that was owned by Victor 
Rothschild. Their guests included M ajor General Sir Stewart M enzies head 
of M 16 from 1939 to 1952; Sir Dick White, head of M 15 from 1953 to 1956 
and later director of M 16 from 1956-1968; Sir Roger Hollis, dubbed "Mr. 


320 



THE HOM INTERN AND THE CAMBRIDGE SPIES 


Inertia" and reputed to be bisexual who headed M 15 from 1956-1965; and 
Captain Guy M aynard Liddell, a Deputy Director of M 15. 152 

The fact that Liddell and Hollis spent so much time in the company of 
homosexuals like Blunt and Burgess on a regular basis later made Liddell 
and Hollis candidates for M I5’s Fifth M an or "super mole” contest. 153 The 
criticism leveled against Hollis and Liddell, however, applied to virtually all 
of the upper echelons of British intelligence during the 1940s and 1950s — 
that is, no director of national intelligence services had a right to be so 
gullible and trusting. 

Blunt was also on friendly terms with Sir Dick White and they used 
to spend Christmas together with Victor Rothschild in Rothschild's 
house in Cambridge. The Baron Rothschild and his second wife Teresa 
"Tess" M ayor, a former British intelligence employee, would also visit the 
Bentinck flat from time to time. 

In essence, Blunt knew everyone who was worth knowing. His privi¬ 
leged education and contacts produced a large number of highly placed and 
influential friends and protectors. But it was his knowledge of London’s 
high and low homosexual society, and the multiple networks that each rep¬ 
resented and how they could best be exploited, that was of particular value 
to the Soviets. 

According to Costello, among the homosexual haunts frequented by 
Blunt and Burgess and fellow high-class buggers was the Packenham, a pub 
centrally located to Whitehall, Buckingham Palace and the barracks of 
the H ousehold Cavalry and the Guards. 154 The Irish writer, Robin Bryans, 
whom Burgess picked up at Oxford in 1944 and who later became a regular 
of the Biunt-Burgess circle of buggers at Pakenham, reported that Blunt 
was very proud of his royal connections and all his important interlocking 
associations and talked openly about them at the pub. 155 Blunt also used to 
host after-hours homosexual orgies at the Courtauld Institute that always 
drew a large crowd of handsome, aspiring sexually and politically exploitable 
young artists and post-graduate students. 

It appears that the Soviets were more than willing to indulge the sexual 
eccentricities of the Cambridge spies as long as it was profitable to do so, 
but it was highly unlikely that the Communists ever really trusted any of 
them. None of the spies was ever given a position of substantive import in 
Soviet Intelligence Services after their defection. Philby remained a colonel 
in the KGB in name only. Blunt suspected this would be the case which 
is why, in the end, he refused to trade in his plush director's flat at the 
Courtauld M ansion or his offices at the Palace for a dreary M oscow subur¬ 
ban flat like M aclean, Burgess and Philby did. 156 

The Metamorphosis of Guy Burgess 

One of the most remarkable aspects of Burgess’s life as a sot, a homo¬ 
sexual, a M arxist and a traitor was that he never lacked for a job or a patron. 
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Late in 1934, after Burgess had failed to make the grade as a don at 
Cambridge, Victor Rothschild, hired the uncouth goy as a "financial con¬ 
sultant” at £100 per month. Never mind that Burgess was a history major 
and that Rothschilds were a legendary banking dynasty going back three 
generations. 157 

This elaborate and thoroughly transparent ruse, of course, was de¬ 
signed to facilitate the transformation of Burgess from that of a known 
M arxist to that of a neo-Fascist pro-Nazi sympathizer, as per Stalin’s direc¬ 
tive that Soviet agents go underground and if necessary change sides. 

Rothschild and Stalin, it should be remembered, shared the same osten¬ 
sible enemy— H itler. Where Stalin’s interests corresponded with his own, 
Rothschild appeared willing to cooperate with the Soviets against Nazi 
Germany and even the United States. 

In 1936-37, Rothschild made Burgess the titular editor of a new busi¬ 
ness and investment newsletter that specialized in German finances. Then 
the baron hired a German Communist, expatriate, and homosexual named 
Rudolf "Rolf” Katz, who was also a Comintern agent, to professionally 
ghostwrite and edit the publication. 158 

The newsletter, along with the well-planted "rumor" that Burgess had 
undergone an ideological conversion following his trip to Moscow, facili¬ 
tated Burgess’ entrance into the Conservative Party and other right-wing 
Parliamentary circles. 

Burgess targeted a number of bisexual and homosexual M Ps who were 
known to frequent the Cafe Royal, the famous watering hole of Oscar Wilde 
and Lord Alfred Douglas. One of his most successful seductions was Con¬ 
servative M P, Harold Nicolson, who became Burgess’ guardian angel. The 
pair dined together regularly at the Reform Club, a respectable British es¬ 
tablishment that became an important target of Soviet subversion. N icolson 
was a married man with a family, but he apparently felt the need for homo¬ 
sexual liaisons to spice up his life. 

Burgess obliged and was rewarded with more influential contacts within 
Parliament and the Foreign Office including Sir Joseph Ball, the Conservative 
Party’s director of research and Archibald Clark Kerr (Lord Inverchapel) a 
married homosexual with a large collection of homosex porn and a Soviet 
valet named Yevgeny Yost. 

Archibald Kerr served as Britain's Ambassador to the United States 
from M ay 1947 to M ay 1948, and became a nemesis of FBI Director, J. Edgar 
Hoover. 159 Obviously, though homosexuality was still illegal in England, 
sexual deviancy appeared to be no drawback to diplomatic and political 
advancement for members of Britain’s Old Boys’ Club regardless of the 
danger of compromise and blackmail by the Soviets and other foreign 
agents. 
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It was through men of influence like Rothschild and Nicolson and Ball, 
that Burgess was able to penetrate the pro-Fascist Anglo-German Fellow¬ 
ship created by FI itler to improve relations between E ngland and Germany 
and to advocate for an alliance of the two countries against the Soviet 
Union. The president of the Fellowship was Eton-educated Charles Edward, 
Duke of Saxe Coburg and Gotha. Its membership included a number of 
influential English aristocrats with German sympathies. 

Although he did not gain a post in the Conservative Party central office, 
Burgess did succeed in becoming secretary and "personal assistant” to the 
Conservative M P (Tory) John Robert M acNamara, known to his friends as 
"Captain Jack.” The 32-year-old former guardsman was a member of the 
Fellowship and a homosexual who quickly fell under Burgess’ charms. This 
affair, in turn, led to another important sexual conquest for Burgess— that 
of the Venerable J. H. Sharp, the Anglican Archdeacon for Southeastern 
Europe. 160 In the spring of 1936, Burgess accompanied M acNamara, Sharp 
and Tom Wylie, a young official at the War Office, on afieldtrip to the Rhine¬ 
land sponsored by the Foreign Relations Council of the Church of England. 
They were to escort a group of pro-Fascist school boys to a H itler youth 
camp. 161 

At a stopover in Paris, Captain Jack introduced Guy to Monsieur Edouard 
Pfeiffer, a close friend of Edouard Daladier, the future Prime M inister of 
France. According to Costello, "As a connoisseur of homosexual decadence, 
Pfeiffer had few equals, even in Paris. As an officer of the F rench boy-scout 
movement, his private life was devoted to the seduction of youth.” 162 The 
two men became intimates and Pfeiffer visited Burgess in London when he 
was in town, recorded Costello. In 1938, when Pfeiffer obtained a leading 
post in the Daladier government, Burgess was able to pump him for criti¬ 
cal information on the French Cabinet’s position on Nazi Germany. 163 

The wealthy American M ichael Straight, another of the Apostles re¬ 
cruited by Blunt, recalled that during a dinner conversation with Burgess 
one night, Guy told him that he accompanied Pfeiffer and two members of 
the French Cabinet to a male brothel in Paris one evening. "Singing and 
laughing, they had danced around a table, lashing a naked boy, who was 
strapped to it, with leather whips,” Burgess told Straight. 164 

As Burgess played out his multiple roles— a courier for Rothschild— a 
Soviet mole— a neo-Fascist— a lover of important men, his connections to 
the emerging Flomintern on the Continent rapidly expanded. So did his 
running list that the Soviets had him keep of potential recruits and influen¬ 
tial persons that could be sexually compromised. 165 

Burgess’ tart, Jackie Hewit, a keen observer of the operations of the 
International Homintern described it as a kind of "gay intellectual freema¬ 
sonry.” 166 H e likened it to the five concentric circles of the Olympic ring. 
"One person in one circle knew one in another and that’s how people 
met." 167 
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Burgess Enters MI6 

In 1936, Burgess got a job as host on a weekly British Broadcasting 
Company (BBC) radio show that included interviews with members of Par¬ 
liament, 168 He was appointed by fellow King's man, George Barnes, the dep¬ 
uty director of Talks, who was rumored to have kept both a "boyfriend" 
(Burgess) as well as a "mistress.” 169 

Using the British airways, Burgess was able to promote Moscow's propa¬ 
ganda line especially with regard to its intervention in the Spanish Civil 
War that had just broken out. On occasion, he brought Blunt in for an inter¬ 
view. 170 Through the contacts he made at his BBC post and his Old Boys’ 
Club connections, Burgess secured entry into Britain’s Secret Intelligence 
Service, Section D of M 16 in 1939, notwithstanding the fact that Burgess 
had just been arrested by the London metropolitan police for homosexual 
solicitation in a public lavatory at Paddington railway station. 171 

One of his assignments in the E uropean Propaganda Department of M 16 
involved working with Poles whom the British were training for sabotage 
in Poland and the Soviet Union. Rebecca West reported that these men 
were by and large brave, virile and pious Roman Catholic patriots and anti¬ 
communists who were willing to risk their lives for their nation. She was 
incensed by the thought that the Brits would hand them over to a flaming 
homosexual and (possible) Communist, like Burgess. 172 As for Burgess, he 
methodically added all of the Polish patriots’ names to his list for M oscow. 
After the war, that list became a death sentence for many of these Poles 
and their families who were repatriated behind Stalin’s Iron Curtain. When 
Section D was abolished in July 1940, Burgess found himself without a job, 
but not for long. 

Burgess returned to the BBC and resumed his work as a journalist, 
until June of 1944, when he landed a job in the Press Department of the 
Foreign Office. Then by a stroke of luck, Guy’s close friend H ector M cNeil 
M P became the Foreign Secretary in the Labour government. M cNeil asked 
Burgess to be his private secretary. In 1946, when M cNeil moved up to the 
second spot in the Foreign Secretary’s office, the new British M inister of 
State took Burgess with him. The upward-bound Burgess served McNeil 
for two years during which time he had access to virtually all of Britain’s 
national security files as well as diplomatic secrets. 173 Burgess provided the 
Soviets with full reports of various Parliamentary committees and M inistry 
of Defense classified documents. 174 

Next, Burgess went over to the Far Eastern Division of the Foreign 
Office where he got into hot water as a result of a drunken pederastic spree 
while on official assignment to Gibraltar and Tangier. The disgraceful inci¬ 
dent should have ended Burgess’s government career and would have, had 
Burgess not been a protege of Hector McNeil who was now Secretary of 
State for Scotland. So rather than firing Burgess outright, Foreign Office 
officials decided to bump him upstairs. The "problem boy” was promptly 
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posted to the United States as Second Secretary of the British Embassy in 
Washington, D.C. to serve under Sir Oliver Franks who had replaced the 
queer Archibald Clark Kerr as Britain's Ambassador to the United States. 

And here Burgess remained, until May 1951, when he was suddenly 
recalled to E ngland, and then "mysteriously disappeared" along with fellow 
spy Donald M aclean. British Intelligence would not see either of their faces 
again until February 12, 1956, when both men resurfaced in Moscow at a 
KGB-arranged televised press conference at which time they declared 
their allegiance to the Soviet Union and denounced Western Imperialism. 

The Soviets knew that they were taking a gamble when they brought 
Burgess into the Cambridge ring, but it was a gamble that paid off in the 
end. During his 12 years as an Establishment figure in the British Foreign 
Office, Burgess became one of M oscow’s most productive spies and agents 
of influence. 175 

Burgess had successfully manipulated the outcome of a number of poli¬ 
cies in the Foreign Office in favor of the Soviet Union. H e gave the Kremlin 
the inside track on all Anglo-American policies and strategies. 176 

While in the U nited States, Burgess passed on to the Soviets vital details 
on the critical opening of the Korean War. 177 According to Costello, Burgess 
took tons of documents to the Soviet embassy in Washington, D.C. to pho¬ 
tograph. Cable and diplomatic pouches were used to transfer other valuable 
information to M oscow. 178 While working at the British embassy in the 
United States, Burgess provided the Soviets with top-secret data on the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and American nuclear 
research. 

It was reported that when M 15 agents arrived at Burgess’ flat on New 
Bond Street to search the premises, among the things that Burgess had left 
behind was a box of letters from his former sex partners. 179 Burgess was 
sending British intelligence a message, but M 15 remained clueless. 

Philby's Foreign Adventures 

Kim Philby’s life as a Soviet mole (Code Names SOHNCHEN, TOM, 
and STANLEY) took a somewhat different turn in the road than that of 
Burgess and Blunt once he had returned to England in the summer of 1934 
with his new bride. 

His Soviet controller had decided that Philby could best serve M oscow 
by trading his Communist cloak for a Fascist one and by taking up a career 
in foreign journalism where he could make use of his linguistic talents. 

Philby took a low-paying job as an assistant editor and review for the 
down and out liberal publication Review of the Reviews while he took some 
linguistic courses at the London School of Oriental Studies. 180 By the time 
the Review collapsed in 1935, Philby’s transformation from "leftist" to 
"rightist" was sufficient to secure him membership in the Anglo-German 
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Fellowship and a promised position as editor of a new Anglo-German trade 
journal that never materialized. 181 

When the Spanish Civil War broke out in 1936, Phiiby received press 
credentials as a foreign correspondent from several British papers includ¬ 
ing the London General Press. 182 He departed from England on February 3, 
1937, ostensibly to cover the warfront as a reporter, but his real reason for 
going to Spain was to arrange for the assassination of General Francisco 
Franco, the opposition leader to the Popular Front. 183 

In the end, Franco was not assassinated, but by a strange turn of events, 
Phiiby managed to get himself the Spanish Red Cross of M ilitary M erit for 
bravery that was pinned on the covert Soviet agent by Franco himself. 184 

In 1939, at the outbreak of the Second World War, Phiiby was posted to 
the British Expeditionary Force in France as a seasoned war correspon¬ 
dent. Kim managed to get himself ingratiated with the British Secret In¬ 
telligence Service by providing them with valuable information on various 
German enterprises— information that the N KGB had supplied to him for 
just such a purpose. 185 

Although Philby’s loyalty to Moscow was strained by the Stalin-Hitler 
Pact and news of Stalin’s purges that included the killing of some of Kim’s 
former N KGB friends, he remained in the Communist fold and went on to 
become a "master spy" for the Soviet Union. 

In July 1940, Phiiby entered Section D of the SIS and was assigned to 
work under Burgess. Shortly thereafter, a new sabotage and subversion 
agency, the Special Operations Executive (SOE) was formed and it ab¬ 
sorbed Section D. Burgess was fired, but Phiiby was retained thanks to the 
influence of his father’s old friend Colonel Valentine Vivian, a counter-espi¬ 
onage officer in Section V. The SOE was responsible for carrying out covert 
operations against the Nazis in occupied Europe. 

In September 1941, Phiiby was assigned to M I6’s Section V where he 
was put in charge of covert counterintelligence operations on the Iberian 
Peninsula and the Atlantic Islands. 186 

In the meantime, Phiiby had supplied the Soviets with a nearly com¬ 
plete list of M 16 operatives around the world as well as M I6's world-wide 
organizational and operational charts and manuals. 187 Among the more curi¬ 
ous and esoteric reports filed by Phiiby was one on homosexual orgies, 
drug use and Black Masses in high English society. 188 

Socially, the sign that Philby's star was on the rise was an invitation to 
join the Athenaeum, one of England’s most prestigious clubs preferred by 
Whitehall and England's clerical elite. 189 

In the summer of 1944, Kim Phiiby, Soviet spy, was made head of a 
new intelligence department, Section IX of MI6 responsible for Soviet 
Counterespionage! Once Phiiby took office, the chance of catching Soviet 
spies was virtually nil unless the N KVD deliberately wished to sacrifice the 
agent. Phiiby had become a very dangerous man. 
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In August, 1945, KGB Colonel Konstantin Volkov, the newly assigned 
Soviet consul to Turkey, went into the British Embassy in Istanbul and 
asked for asylum and money. In return, he offered to reveal the names of 
two Soviet spies in Britain’s Foreign Office (Burgess and M aclean) and one 
in British Counterintelligence (Philby) among other pieces of intelligence. 
Volkov was put on hold while embassy officials called home. British intelli¬ 
gence was alerted to the defection and M 16 Director Steward M enzies then 
assigned Philby the task of debriefing Volkov. After alerting Soviet intelli¬ 
gence, Philby delayed his arrival in Turkey in order to give the Soviet 
SM E RSH time to kidnap Volkov and bring him home to Stalin who ordered 
his execution. 190 SM ERSH is derived from the acronym of "smert' shpi- 
onam’’— "death to spies.” 191 Soon after his arrival in Istanbul, Philby duti¬ 
fully informed his superiors at M 16 that the case was dead. 

Four months later, on November 20,1945, Philby informed his NKGB 
contacts that Elizabeth Bentley, one of the Soviet’s most important agents 
in America had defected and was in the hands of the F B1, 192 

I n August of 1949, after spending two years as H ead of Station, Turkey, 
where M 16 had assigned him to collect Soviet intelligence that might affect 
Britain’s oil interests in the M iddle East, Philby (and the Soviets) got their 
big break. Philby was informed that he was to be posted to Washington, 
D.C. as M I6's Liaison Officer to the CIA and FBI. 

Prior to his leaving London for America, Philby was briefed on the 
VENONA Codex, the most guarded intelligence secret of the Allies during 
the Cold War. Since there are a large number of references to VE NONA in 
this chapter, a brief explanation as to its history, scope and its significance 
should prove helpful to the reader. 

In February 1943, the U.S. Army's Signal Security Agency (SSA) 
started up a very small and very secretive project that was later given the 
arbitrary code name VENONA. Its purpose was to decipher Soviet diplo¬ 
matic cables which the Army had been collecting since 1939 when Stalin 
and H itler signed their Non-Aggression Pact. U nfortunately, the complexity 
of the two-part deciphering system did not permit the SSA to read the 
cables until 1946, after the war had ended. It was at this time that the SSA 
realized that of the 750,000 intercepted cables thought to contain mundane 
diplomatic and commercial trade data, just under half were actually secret 
Soviet communiques, that is, Soviet spy messages between the NKVD 
(Soviet Secret Police) and the GRU (Soviet M ilitary Intelligence) and their 
Soviet operatives in the United States and around the world. 193 

Today, we know that prior to receiving Philby’s report on VENONA, the 
Soviets had already planted a mole at the SSA. FI is name was William 
Weisband and he was a NKGB agent (Code Name ZHORA). 194 This meant 
that by 1949 the Soviets were already in the process of changing their code. 
However, they could do nothing about the cables sent prior to the change, 
that is, cables sent between 1940 and 1948. These cables revealed the code 
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names of hundreds of Americans who spied for the Soviet Union, before, 
during, and after the Second World War, most of whom were recruited by 
the Communist Party— USA. 195 

Philby in the United States 

Once Kim and Aileen (Furse) the second of his four wives, got settled 
in their beautiful Washington, D.C. home at 5228 Nebraska Avenue, the 
Philby residence became famous for its glamorous, liquor-flowing parties 
where top-level CIA and FBI agents (and their wives) were entertained 
and, while under the influence, let drop occasional tidbits of agency news 
for Philby and M oscow. 196 Among those that befriended Philby was CIA 
Counterintelligence Chief, James Jesus Angleton. 197 

In August 1950, when the British Foreign Office dumped Burgess on the 
United States, Guy moved in with Kim, Aileen and their young family. 
Although Burgess’s disgusting behavior and anti-Americanism became 
legendary in CIA and FBI quarters, his well-honed image as a homosexual 
drunken lout prevented his identification as a Soviet agent. Fie simply did 
not fit the profile of a Russian spy. 

At one of the Philby parties in January 1951, the drunken Burgess came 
in uninvited and drew an obscene caricature of the wife of the guest of 
honor, Bill Flarvey, the FBI’s resident counterintelligence expert. A scuffle 
ensued and Libby Harvey left the affair followed by her irate husband. 
Harvey never forgot the incident, but interestingly, his nemesis became 
Philby not Burgess. 198 The next morning, a stay-over-guest, Professor 
Wilfred Basil Mann, a British-born nuclear scientist later identified as a 
Soviet agent, said he saw Philby and Burgess in bed together with a bot¬ 
tle of champagne, but conveniently, he did not mention the incident to 
Angleton at the CIA until one year later when Burgess was safely in 
M oscow. 199 

In the meantime, the treachery continued. 

As early as 1946, Philby had learned that British Intelligence Services 
were interested in initiating covert operations against Stalin in Eastern 
Europe as part of its Cold War strategy. This meant that Philby (and the 
Soviets) were in on the ground floor of the SIS-CIA jointly-conceived 
invasion of Albania. This series of tragic misadventures led by Albanian 
guerrilla-forces between 1949 and 1953, led to the death, gaoling, torture 
and forced labor of several thousand Albanians. 200 

In September of 1949, just prior to his departure to America, Philby had 
been briefed by M 16 on the general details of the Albanian mission which 
he passed on to his Soviet contacts before leaving London. The Soviets in 
turn alerted the Sigurimi, the Albanian secret police and its Soviet advisors, 
that the British and Americans were preparing to send native, anti-Com- 
munist insurgents into the country. 201 
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From 1949 to 1951, Philby, as "joint commander" and liaison for the 
American Office of Policy Coordination (OPC), the anti-Soviet subversive 
operations arm of the National Security Council (NSC) that spearheaded 
the top-secret covert Albanian mission, provided the Soviets and the 
Sigurimi with names, types of weapons carried, dates and landing locations 
of the small bands of Albanian operatives. Wherever and whenever the 
insurgents entered Albania— by sea, overland or by parachute— the secret 
policy and security forces were always waiting for them. Many of the vol¬ 
unteers, including the legendary Zenel Kadrijal, Captain of the Royal Guard 
of the exiled Albanian King Zog, were shot on the spot, or tried and then 
sentenced "to suffer death by the cord,” or imprisoned from seven years to 
life. 202 Their relatives and friends were picked up for interrogation. Some 
were shot outright, others left to rot in jail or sent to Siberia where many 
of them, including children, died of malnutrition. The Americans smelled a 
rat— a rat named Philby. 

In June 1951, two months after Burgess and M aclean's mysterious "dis¬ 
appearance,” Philby was also recalled to London. Despite demands from 
CIA chief Walter Bedell Smith that Philby be removed from intelligence 
service, and despite all the years of accumulated evidence that Philby was 
a Soviet mole, he was permitted to take a semi-retirement until 1953 
when he was reassigned to another intelligence posting. Ironically, many 
of his M 16 colleagues believed that Philby was a victim of American 
"M cCarthyism” and had been unjustly demoted. 

Although the British and Americans were fully aware that their Albania 
mission had been compromised from the very beginning, the covert opera¬ 
tions continued until 1953. The results were predicable enough. The 
Albanians never trusted the West again. British and American Intelligence 
were set at each other’s throats. And Philby continued his espionage activ¬ 
ities for the Soviets including advising them on the day-to-day status of 
VE NONA. It was all in the day’s work. 

In later years, Philby would disclaim the notion that he was ever a "dou¬ 
ble agent.” "All my life I’ve worked for only one intelligence service— the 
Soviet service,” he told his Russian wife Rufina. 203 

Maclean—The Model English Diplomat 

The reader’s last contact with Maclean, was when he had returned to 
London from Paris at the start of the Second World War. H e arrived in the 
company of a new wife and was patiently awaiting a new posting that 
reflected his high-station in life. H is patience paid off. Despite his increased 
drinking and known homosexual liaisons, his connections to the Old Boys 
Club saw him through. 204 

In 1944, Maclean preceded Philby and Burgess to the United States as 
a First Secretary to Lord Halifax, at the British Embassy. In 1946, Lord 
Inverchapel, one of Burgess’s older homosexual proteges with decidedly 
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pro-Soviet views, had replaced Ambassador Halifax. The Soviets could not 
believe their good fortune! M aclean’s new post would give him (and Stalin) 
access to ail vital military, scientific, political and diplomatic secrets of the 
United States as well as those of the Allied Powers in the critical post-war 
era. M aclean did not disappoint. 

As World War II was drawing to a close and the Cold War was heating 
up, M aclean provided the Soviets with all U .S. military plans in E urope 
including the fact that American troops would stop east of the Elbe River 
giving the Soviets first access to Berlin. H e sent the Soviets all cable com¬ 
munications between Winston Churchill and Roosevelt and later Truman 
and Churchill. He notified the Soviets that VENONA had broken their 
wartime code and he reported every message that had been deciphered. 
Thanks to Maclean, Stalin knew in advance what the Allied positions at 
Yalta and Potsdam Conferences would be and how hard he could push for 
post-war territorial and political concessions from the Allies including the 
forced repatriation of thousands of Russian citizens and soldiers who had 
sought refuge in the West. Stalin was confidently able to bluff his way to vic¬ 
tory in post-war E urope because he knew, thanks to M aclean, that U .S. as 
yet had no atomic bombs in its military arsenal. 

In 1947, M aclean was appointed the British representative to the Com¬ 
bined Policy Committee on Atomic Development with full access to U.S. 
Armed Services and Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) classified informa¬ 
tion "without escort," a privilege that even F BI chief J. E dgar H oover was 
denied. Later on, Maclean gave the Soviets data on the U.S. purchase of 
uranium from Canada and the Belgian Congo. This information enabled the 
Soviets to approximate the number of atomic bombs the U nited States was 
producing. 205 

As late as 1948, when Maclean was preparing to return to London, he 
continued to feed the Soviets top U.S. and Allied secret documents that 
included plans for the formation of the North American Treaty Organization 
(NATO), a 12-nation mutual defense pact in Europe created in April 1949. 206 

When M aclean rejoined the Foreign Office in London, he was assigned 
to head the American Department where he continued to monitor NATO 
activities for the Soviets. In 1950, he helped formulate Anglo-American 
policy for the Korean War. It was Maclean who told Stalin that the United 
States had made the decision not to use atomic weapons except in the most 
extreme circumstances, information that proved critical in China’s decision 
to intervene in the war. 207 

As for the gap in Soviet intelligence left by Maclean's departure to 
England, it was soon filled, as described earlier, by Philby, and later by 
Burgess. 

Thus it was that in the spring of 1951, when FBI and CIA officials 
informed British Intelligence that Maclean was a Soviet mole, he and 
Burgess were able to make their escape to M oscow with the acquiescence 
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of the SIS who were told not to interfere with their flight by Whitehall 
under direct orders from the Royal Family, who did not want a scandal and 
public trial. 

In the meantime, Philby, who had also come under immediate suspicion 
as a result of his long association with Burgess and Maclean, was able to 
hold out for another 11 years. Finally, on January 23, 1963, while on SIS 
assignment in Beirut, he too was permitted to escape to M oscow aboard a 
Polish ship destined for Odessa on the Black Sea. 208 

Blunt managed to hold out the longest. After Philby's defection Yuri 
Modin, Blunt’s controller, offered him a one-way ticket to "a comfortable 
life" in the Soviet Worker’s Paradise. Blunt cut the conversation short by 
asking— "No doubt you can also guarantee total access to the Chateau de 
Versailles, whenever I need to go there for my work?” 209 Working for the 
Soviet U nion was one thing— living there was another. M odin said he was 
left "speechless." 210 

The SIS finally got around to picking Blunt up for interrogation in the 
spring of 1964. Blunt invoked the Official Secrets Act. 211 The British gov¬ 
ernment offered him immunity from prosecution on two conditions. First, 
that he had terminated his services for the Soviets after the Second World 
War ended. Blunt lied and said he had. Second, that he would agree to pro¬ 
vide details of his long service for the Soviets. This he never did. Nor did 
he ever express any regret for betraying his country. 212 It was not until he 
received full immunity that he "confessed." Afterwards, he underwent six 
years of tedious and useless debriefings. Blunt knew enough of the Royal 
family’s darkest secrets to keep him safe from harm. He was permitted to 
keep his title and position as Curator to the Queen’s art collection and the 
directorship of the Courtauld Institute until his retirement in 1972. 

The official cover-up of the Blunt disaster by Sir Roger Hollis head of 
M 15 with at least the tacit, if not official approval of Whitehall and the 
Royals, included keeping many Cabinet-level officials in the dark as to the 
extent of Blunt’s treachery and the damage he had done to national secu¬ 
rity. 213 Before he left office in 1965, Hollis ordered that the hundreds of 
hours of recordings of Blunt’s testimony be destroyed leaving only sum¬ 
mary reports behind. 214 Britain’s strict libel laws helped for a time to keep 
the press off Blunt’s doorstep. 

Yuri Modin later expressed the opinion that Queen Elizabeth wanted 
the whole scandal squelched because of Blunt’s former close relationship 
with her father, George VI. M odin stated that she gave Blunt a de facto 
secret pardon. 215 

The public was kept in the dark about the entire affair until November 
15, 1979, when Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher took the floor of Par¬ 
liament and confirmed circulating press reports that Blunt was the Fourth 
Man in the Cambridge ring. A finger-pointing debate took place on No- 
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vember 21, 1979. Only then was Blunt’s knighthood revoked. Blunt died 
of a heart attack at his country home on M arch 26, 1983. H e was 75 and 
a millionaire. 

H is closest friend, Burgess had a more difficult time of it in M oscow. 

One night as Burgess prowled around the city's streets in his English 
tweeds looking for a male prostitute, he lost "half his teeth to some Soviet 
stilyagi who wanted to show this Angliski golden boy what real men did to 
zvolochi like that." 216 In the end, the Soviets provided Burgess with a live- 
in lover, but this did not appear to ease his homesickness. H e died of liver 
disease on August 19,1963. H is younger brother, N igel, flew to M oscow to 
attend the funeral and returned with an urn of ashes that was buried at the 
family plot at St. John the Evangelist Church in H ampshire, E ngland. 217 

On M arch 6,1983, Donald M aclean died of a heart attack in his M oscow 
apartment. He was 69. Maclean, the most ideologically driven of the 
Cambridge spies, was homesick for England. Like Burgess, his body was 
cremated and his ashes returned to E ngland for burial. 

Philby, fared somewhat better in his adopted homeland. Like Burgess 
and M aclean, he was awarded a lifetime pension. The KGB assisted him in 
his writings on spycraft and gave him a minor role in intelligence affairs. In 
1970, after a serious bout with alcoholism, depression and an attempted 
suicide, he met and later married his fourth wife, Rufina, who was by his 
bedside when he died on M ay 11,1988. At his burial at Kuntsevo Cemetery, 
west of M oscow, that was traditionally reserved for generals, his casket was 
attended by a detachment of KGB guards although as M odin noted, con¬ 
trary to reports in the West, Philby never obtained the rank of general in 
the KGB. 218 

Victor Rothschild— 

The Elephant in the Living Room 

It might seem impossible, although many writers on the subject have 
actually done so, to engage in any study of the Cambridge spies without at 
least a cursory examination of the role played by one of their most intimate 
and active patrons—Victor Rothschild of the famous Rothschild banking 
dynasty. 

Nathaniel M ayer Victor Rothschild, the Fourth Baronet and Third Baron 
was born on October 31, 1910. He was one of four children, the only son 
of Charles and Rozsika Rothschild of the London Rothschilds. Charles, 
had inherited the family fortune but not the family title. This went to 
his eccentric, unmarried eider brother Lionel Walter. Both brothers pre¬ 
ferred science to banking— a trait that Victor and his older sister, M iriam 
picked up. 

Victor, who was not particularly close to his parents, was just approach¬ 
ing his 14th birthday when his father committed suicide on October 12, 
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1923 after a six-year bout with the then incurable sleeping sickness. 219 
As he grew into manhood, Victor adopted the non-observant secular Jewish 
sentiments and pro-Zionist sentiments of the Rothschild clan that was com¬ 
mitted to the establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine and other sundry 
revolutionary pet projects. 220 

Rothschild came to Trinity College, Cambridge, from Harrow. He was 
later elected a Fellow of Trinity. Science, specifically zoology, was his game 
and he was as good at it as he was at cricket. 

While at Cambridge, his occasional tutor in French was none other than 
the young, debonair Anthony Blunt. 221 Like Blunt, Victor was a chosen 
Apostle even though the Society traditionally passed up young men of sci¬ 
ence no matter how talented. This was also the year that some spectators 
suggest Rothschild became a member of the British Communist Party, a 
secret he supposedly kept from his family, although one wonders why he 
bothered. 222 Considering he hired Comintern agent Rudolf "Rolf" Katz to 
ghost write for Burgess, there is no doubt that Rothschild was closely con¬ 
nected to Communist networks on the Continent and within the Zionist 
M ovement. 223 For the record, in 1940, Katz was "ordered out of England 
due to homosexual contacts with British Naval personnel,” Costello 
reported. 224 

He was also reported to have been working closely with the Haganah, 
the Zionist underground resistance force and secret intelligence network — 
the precursor of the Central Institute for Intelligence and Special Duties 
(Mossad Letafkidim Meouychadim) commonly known as the Mossad, to 
which Rothschild is said to have been later attached. 225 

Rothschild's intelligence triumvirate was completed when he secured a 
post in the Commercial Espionage Unit of Section B of M 15 in 1940, at the 
start of the Second World War. Victor had aided Burgess in getting his job 
at M 16, and later, Burgess through his friendship with Deputy Director Guy 
Liddell helped get Rothschild a posting in M 15. Victor was privy to the 
progress of the E nigma project at B letchley Park thanks to his older sister, 
Miriam who worked there. His second wife, Teresa "Tess” Georgina 
M ayor, also worked for British intelligence. 

Over the years, Victor Rothschild became a regular visitor to every 
British intelligence office and wined and dined every M 15 and M 16 Director 
and Deputy Director including Guy Liddell at his family mansion at Tring 
Park, along with an assortment of past and current prime ministers and 
members of Whitehall, Parliament, the Royal family and, of course, the 
Cambridge spies. After the war, in 1948, the Rothschild mansion at Whad- 
desdon Hall in Hertfordshire was used by British military intelligence to 
analyze more than 400 tons of documents that had arrived from the Allied 
Documents Center in Berlin. 
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With unlimited financial resources and unlimited social, scientific and 
political connections there were few State secrets to which Rothschild was 
not privy nor any door leading to the corridors of power in E ngland that was 
closed to him. 

As noted earlier, Rothschild kept his dear friend and fellow Apostle 
Burgess on retainer and used him and Blunt as errand boys on the Con¬ 
tinent. Victor had introduced Burgess to Robert Vansittart, an Under¬ 
secretary in the Foreign Office who acted as M I6's watchdog. 226 He also 
arranged Guy’s sojourns into "Conservative" political circles, especially 
those with Nazi connections. It was Rothschild who had recommended 
Blunt for a position in M 15 and Kim Philby for a post with Section D in 
M 16. When Kim Philby was in Paris he stayed at the Rothschild's Avenue 
Marigny house. 227 When Philby drew up his original list of possible 
Comintern agents, not surprisingly, Victor’s name was on it. 228 

The Rothschild house at 5 Bentinck Street, which was home to Burgess 
and Blunt, was a blackmailer’s paradise. 229 Every revolutionary worthy of 
the name passed through its doors at one time or another. 230 The famous 
Cambridge author and Catholic convert, M alcolm M uggeridge (1903-1990), 
whose wife Kitty was related to the Mayors, once visited Rothschild's 
basement flat and said the company of "displaced intellectuals,” reeked of 
"decay and dissolution.” 231 "Muggers” was particularly offended by Guy 
B urgess whom he considered to be the equivalent of "a moral leper.” 232 

After the war, M uggeridge, who had served in the Army Intelligence 
Corps, was in Paris and attended a party given by Victor at his mansion on 
the Avenue Marigny. He reported that he engaged his host and another 
guest, Kim Philby, in a debate on the merits of Churchill's decision to with¬ 
hold from Stalin vital E nigma data (most of which Stalin already had access 
to). M uggeridge, who was one of the few British writers to report on 
Stalin’s purges and induced famines, said that the Russian dictator could 
not be trusted. Victor and Kim, who were quite liquored up, argued that the 
Soviets should have open access to all German decoded messages. 233 

Between the time that Burgess and M aclean defected to M oscow in 
1951 until Philby's escape to M oscow and Blunt’s exposure as a Cambridge 
spy, Rothschild was interrogated no less than 11 times by British intelli¬ 
gence including the Serious Crimes Squad of Scotland Yard. As with Blunt, 
these "chats” produced nothing. 

According to former MI6 agent James Rusbridger, Peter Wright and 
another M 15 source, Rothschild was fed information in 1962, which ended 
up "in the wrong place” — namely with the KGB inside the Soviet E mbassy 
in London. But like much of the evidence against Rothschild it was consid¬ 
ered circumstantial. In the end, Victor Rothschild walked away from the 
scandal, but for the rest of his life he remained under a cloud of suspicion 
that he was the "Fifth Man” of the Cambridge spy ring. 234 
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Britain's Espionage Woes Continue 

Between 1951 when Burgess and Maclean ensconced to Moscow and 
1979 when Blunt was publicly exposed as a Soviet spy, Britain was hit with 
a succession of espionage scandals that suggested Whitehall and Britain’s 
intelligence service remained "criminally negligent." Virtually all of these 
cases were related to national defense. 

First came the Portland Spy Case that featured Konon Trofimovich 
Molody, alias Gordon Lonsdale, a Soviet illegal resident operating in 
London and his spy crew; Harry K. Houghton, a naval clerk and known 
security risk who was posted in 1952 to Britain’s top secret naval nuclear 
submarine project at the Portland H arbor base; and his paramour (and later 
wife) Ethel Gee who had a high-security clearance at the base. A Polish 
defector to the CIA, Michael Golenewski identified Houghton as a spy. 
This led to the apprehension, trial and conviction of Lonsdale, Gee and 
Houghton as well as that of Helen and Peter Kroger alias M orris and Lona 
Cohen, a KGB communications team who had also spied in the United 
States. 235 

The next Soviet spy to make his public debut was George Blake. Blake, 
who identified himself as a "cosmopolitan” Dutch Jew, was a career M 16 
officer whose father had fought for the British during the First World War. 
Blake attended officer’s training at the Royal Navy Reserve where his 
exceptional linguistics skills attracted the attention of the SIS, although as 
Rebecca West pointed out, there was sufficient evidence of his Communist 
connections to militate against his appointment to M I6. 236 

Initially, Blake was assigned to spy against the Russians in East 
Germany. He was then brought back to London to learn Russian at Cam¬ 
bridge. H is next posting was head of the M 16 office in South Korea at which 
time Blake decided to "change sides" and work for the great humanitarian 
dictator, Stalin. The year was 1951. Blake said he thought it "better for 
humanity if the Communist system prevailed." 237 It was at this point that 
the media myth that he had been 'brainwashed' into becoming a Soviet spy 
took form. 

Blake’s M 16 credentials gave him a ground floor seating at the Anglo- 
American Berlin Tunnel negotiations— a daring project designed to secure 
high-level Soviet and East German military and KGB communications. 
This meant that the Soviets were on to the elaborate and expensive 
scheme of Operation Gold (Berlin) and Operation Silver (Vienna) at the 
earliest planning stages. Blake’s greatest contribution to the Communist 
cause, however, was the inside information he provided on M 16 agents and 
world-wide operations that lead to the death of 600 British and American 
agents and their contacts and informers. 238 

Clues from the collapse of the Lonsdale cell eventually led to Blake’s 
capture and conviction and a sentencing on M ay 3, 1961 of 42 years— the 
longest prison sentence ever handed down by a British court. His incar- 
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ceration was cut short when in 1966 a group of "peace activists" helped him 
escape from the Wormwood Scrubs prison to M oscow where he eventually 
joined Lonsdale who had been traded by the Brits for one of their own busi- 
nessmen-spies. Although he appeared to be satisfied with the treatment 
accorded him by the Soviets in M oscow, Blake was never given a posting in 
the KGB. Except for the fact that Ethel Gee was desperate for a man and 
latched on to the compromised middle-aged Houghton who had kept a 
Polish mistress while stationed at the British Embassy in Warsaw early in 
his naval career, sex did not appear to play a major role in either the 
Lonsdale or Blake spy episodes. This state of affairs, however, rapidly changed 
with the Vassail and Profumo sexpionage cases that quickly followed these 
revelations. 

John Vassail—The "Miss Mary" of the Admiralty 

William John Christopher Vassail, born on September 20,1924 in London, 
came from solid Anglican stock. His father was an Anglican cleric and his 
parents had upper-class roots, but without the money that went with it. 
This may account for young Vassal I's personal vanity and snobbishness 
and his insatiable instinct for social climbing and ingratiating himself into 
the circles of the rich, the famous and the influential. He was an ambitious, 
effeminate "camp" young man with plenty of charm and a multitude of in¬ 
terests, talents and social graces. 

Nevertheless, without title or wealth, he was forced to begin his pro¬ 
fessional career at the low end of the totem pole. H is first civil servant job 
was a Grade II clerk and photographer for the Royal Air Force. Later he 
went Navy and worked for a time with the War Registry, the Admiralty’s 
chief communications center. 239 

In his private life, he was a much-sought-after sex partner by London’s 
active upper-class homosexual coterie. On occasion he traveled abroad in 
the company of wealthy homosexuals and was passed around from one host 
to another much like Burgess had passed Jack Hewit around to his influ¬ 
ential associates. 240 Vassail believed his "bedroom eyes" and pert girlish 
looks attracted men to him. 241 

In 1954, much to the surprise of his friends, Vassail announced that he 
had taken a position as clerk in the Naval Attache’s office in M oscow — a job 
considered hardship duty in a country where sodomy was a prosecutable 
crime. In fact, the Moscow appointment brought Vassail an entirely new 
source of revenue along with some great sex. 

Within days of his arrival in M oscow, the KGB was alerted to Vassail’s 
spy potential. The informer was most likely Sigmund M ikhailsky, a Pole 
and KGB agent, who worked under-cover, literally and figuratively, at 
the British embassy as a jack-of-ali trades, general "fix-it" man, and sup¬ 
plier of heterosexual and homosexual favors. The enterprising Sigmund 
was reported to have been trained at the Soviet sexpionage center at 
Verkhonoye. 242 
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The British knew of course that M ikhailsky was a plant— virtually all 
Soviet-supplied employees at foreign embassies were— and had warned its 
staff against having any personal dealings with him. Vassall paid no heed 
and quickly took M ikhailsky on as a lover. Despite the fact that a M iss 
Wynne had filed a report with embassy officials stating that M ikhailsky had 
confided to her that Vassall was one of his four assigned targets, the affair 
was permitted to continue uninterrupted. There was also evidence that 
Vassall was engaged in sex with another diplomat at another embassy in 
M oscow. 243 

The Soviets waited until the winter of 1955 before they allegedly 
sprung their trap. General Oleg Gribanov, then chief of the Second Direc¬ 
torate of the KGB was put in charge of the "entrapment" of Vassall. This 
fact alone indicated the importance that Soviet intelligence attached to 
Vassall. 

The KGB captured the intoxicated Vassall on film in flagrante delicto 
with several men at a party hosted by M ikhailsky at the H otel Berlin. 244 At 
his trial, Vassall insisted that the Soviets threatened to withdraw his diplo¬ 
matic immunity and throw him in jail for sodomy if he did not cooperate 
with them. Vassal I's story, however, did not jibe with his past record that 
clearly demonstrated he betrayed his country willingly and with great skill 
and enthusiasm. The alleged blackmail photos that Vassall produced at his 
trial were said to have looked too staged. VassalI's head was always in view. 
The more likely scenario was that the Soviets won Vassall over by appeal¬ 
ing to his vanity, feeding his resentments and providing him with plenty of 
cold, hard cash. The KGB gave Vassal the Code Name M ISS M ARY. 

Blackmailed or not, Vassall was soon squirreling away top-secret docu¬ 
ments from the Naval Attache’s office in his briefcase to be photographed 
by the Soviets and then returned to the files the following morning. No 
one at the embassy appeared to notice that Vassall's life-style had sud¬ 
denly become luxurious. And so, his daily espionage activities at the British 
Embassy in Moscow continued until July 1956, when he returned to 
London and his new posting to the Admiralty’s Naval Intelligence Division. 

In 1958, Vassall was appointed assistant private secretary to Mr. 
Thomas G. D. Galbraith, the Civil Lord of the Admiralty and a member of 
Parliament for the Hillhead Division of Glasgow. 245 The flow of classified 
information to the Soviets continued including research reports from the 
Admiralty’s Underwater Weapons Research Establishment at Portland. 246 

In October 1959, Vassall received a substantial promotion to the Fleet 
Section of Military Branch II. The Soviets had struck gold! Vassal now 
had access to highly classified British Navy and NATO intelligence that 
included information on the Admiralty's world-wide fleet including its oper¬ 
ations and naval communications systems, and the latest breakthroughs in 
anti-submarine devices and radar technology. 247 Vassall also provided the 
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Soviets with details on the latest development of the British Royal Navy’s 
Invincible class aircraft carriers. 

By now, Vassall had became so adept at his craft, that he was able to 
photograph the thousands of top-secret documents he brought home by 
himself, which cut down on the time necessary to transmit the classified 
materials to the KGB Center at 2 Dzerzhinsky Square in M oscow. 

In the meantime, no one at the Admiralty questioned how Vassall could 
afford his expensive new flat on Dolphin Square that was exquisitely fur¬ 
nished with costly antiques. Nor how Vassall managed to afford custom- 
made suits, shoes and accessories on a clerk’s modest salary. 248 

Unfortunately for Vassall, in 1961, British Intelligence was put on "Red 
Alert” by Soviet defector M ajor Anatoli Golitison, who reported that there 
was a mole in the Admiralty Office in London. 249 Eighteen months later, in 
September 1962, Vassall was arrested by Special Branch officers on espi¬ 
onage charges after he was apprehended leaving his office with an attache 
case filled with classified documents. When his apartment was searched, 
intelligence officers found 176 top-secret documents hidden in a secret 
drawer in his desk along with sophisticated photography equipment. Unlike 
the Cambridge spies, Vassall made a full confession that included a state¬ 
ment that he was motivated to spy for the Russians because he felt that his 
talents were under-appreciated by his superiors. 

At his trial, Vassall played his "blackmail" card and, by coincidence, he 
had the photographs mentioned above to prove it. He then threw himself 
on the mercy of the court, but the presiding judge was more impressed by 
his bulging bank account, which pointed to old-fashioned greed as the real 
motive behind VassalI's espionage career. 

During the hearings, it was revealed that a backlog in Naval Intelligence 
had prevented the "positive vetting” of Vassall. One of the letters of rec¬ 
ommendation found in his file from an elderly lady friend hinted that the 
young man did not appear interested in the opposite sex, but this illusion to 
Vassal I’s homosexual proclivities apparently went over the head of the vet- 
ters at Whitehall. At work, his deceptive milk-sop demeanor made him an 
object of amusement and gossip, but not suspicion. 

Fleet Street made its own unique contribution to muddying the truth 
by portraying Vassall as an ineffectual "pansy,” "a homosexual wimp” and 
a "perfect idiot,” forgetting, of course, that for seven years this "perfect 
idiot,” had in the words of Rebecca West, "neatly weaved his way every 
evening down Whitehall to his flat on Dolphin Square, with an envelope in 
his overcoat full of secret documents, spending fussy and capable evenings 
photographing them nicely for the Soviet government, and every morning 
neatly weaving his way up Whitehall to the Admiralty again, to spend five 
minutes fussily and capably replacing the documents in their files.” 250 

Later investigation revealed that at the M ilitary Branch where Vassall 
worked, the security cupboards were operated by common keys and highly 
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classified material was not separated or stored in more secure environ¬ 
ments. 251 Vassall had his own suite key. The security guards stationed at 
office entrances rarely conducted random checks of the 9,000 employees 
that went through the Admiralty’s doors every day. 252 

In the end, Vassall was found guilty of offenses against the Officials 
Secrets Act and sentenced to 18 years in prison by the Lord Chief Justice, 
but he was paroled after serving only ten years. John Vassal died on 
November 18, 1996. 

Inevitably, the question of blame came to the forefront. After the 
Burgess, Maclean and Philby spy spree, the public was convinced that 
Vassall had the protection of some influential official or officials at White¬ 
hall. The opposition Labour Party who was having a political field day with 
the Vassall spy debacle suggested that Lord Peter Carrington, the First 
Lord of the Admiralty should resign. 

The Kennedy Administration contributed its two-cents worth to the 
Vassall case by naively suggesting that Prime Minister Harold Macmillan 
fire all known homosexuals that were connected with government posts 
related to national security and defense. Macmillan, all too aware of the 
large numbers of high-ranking homosexuals at Whitehall, the Foreign 
Office and British Intelligence Services, fired back that he would not sink 
to M cCarthy-like tactics. 

Prime Minister Macmillan, however, did reluctantly appoint a formal 
Tribunal headed by Lord Radcliffe, Lord of Appeal, to conduct a thorough 
investigation of the circumstances in which Vassal I's offences had been 
committed as well as other allegations that involved ministers, naval offi¬ 
cers, and civil servants said to be connected with the case. 253 Of particular 
interest were the 23 letters that were found among VassalI's belongings 
from Mr. Galbraith to Vassall that were written in 1957. For what reason 
would a Minister of the Crown be privately corresponding with his assis¬ 
tant secretary? 254 

However, the Tribunal's primary interest appeared to be tracking down 
two newspaper stories on the Vassal spy case that claimed 1) that Vassal 
had two sponsors in the Admiralty who had shielded him from important 
parts of the vetting process and 2) that Vassall sometimes wore women’s 
clothes on West End trips. 255 When Reg Foster of the Daily Sketch and 
Brendan M ul hoi land of the Daily M ail who filed the original stories refused 
to reveal their sources, Foster was sentenced to six months in jail and 
M ulholland received a three month sentence for contempt of court. 

Soon it was back to business as usual at the Old Boys’ Club. 

Macmillan and his Conservative government managed to survive the 
Vassall scandal, only to be taken down by the Profumo Affair that was sim¬ 
mering in the wings. The well-publicized 1963 sex scandal did not involve 
homosexuality, at least directly. I have, however, included a brief synopsis 
of the affair because it will introduce the reader to Dr. Stephen Ward, who 
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like Peter Montgomery, mentioned earlier in connection with his lover 
Anthony Blunt, will figure prominently at the conclusion of this chapter on 
the Vatican connection to the Cambridge spies. 

The Profumo Scandal — Pimps, Call Girls and Spies 

For all its world-wide publicity, it was basically a gal meets guy affair 
with one major complication. The "guy" was the very married, very distin¬ 
guished, Harrow-Oxford graduate and former M P, John "Jack” Profumo, 
the British Secretary of State for War. The "gal” was a young beautiful 
showgirl and part-time hooker named Christine Keeler, who came from the 
stables of the well-known socialite-osteopath-pimp, Dr. Stephen Ward. And 
the "complication" was Captain Yevgeny "E ugene" Ivanov, an officer in the 
GRU (Soviet M ilitary Intelligence) posing as a naval attache at the Soviet 
Embassy in London. Keeler was also sexually servicing Ivanov. The whole 
affair probably would have been swept under the rug, like so many of the 
other tawdry affairs of prominent Establishment figures with girls many 
years their junior, had not Profumo made the unforgivable mistake of— no, 
not committing adultery and possibly imperiling national security— but, of 
denying the affair in a speech before the H ouse of Commons. 

Profumo was forced to retire in disgrace, but later managed to salvage 
some self-respect by conducting charity work in the E ast E nd for which the 
Queen awarded him one of the nation's highest honors, the Commander 
of the British Empire. Keeler got a nine-month prison sentence for an 
unrelated perjury charge, loads of publicity, and numerous lucrative scan¬ 
dal-sheet contracts for revealing her "story.” Ivanov was called back to 
Moscow, after having successfully brought down the Macmillan Govern¬ 
ment, and was never heard from again. 

Stephen Ward, who was responsible for introducing Profumo to Keeler, 
fared the worst. He allegedly took his own life under suspicious circum¬ 
stances on July 30, 1963, the last day of his trial for pimping. The British 
Establishment could sleep much better at night now that Ward, the keeper 
of their dark secrets, was dead. 

By the time titillation of the Profumo case wore off and the Vassall Affair 
became a distant memory, Philby had made it safely home to M oscow while 
Blunt was still freely roaming the halls of the Courtauld Institute. 

The Cambridge Spies— 

A Final Assessment 

It is impossible to discern which of the Cambridge spies was the most 
important to the Soviets or did the most damage to the national interests of 
Great Britain and the United States and their allies. Each, in their own way, 
contributed to the wholesale destruction of the West’s intelligence services 
that hemorrhaged for more than 30 years. There is no question today that 
for Stalin, virtually every intelligence secret Britain and the United States 
had was an open book. 256 
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The record is clear. The Soviets knew every major intelligence opera¬ 
tion run against them from 1945-1963. They knew every wartime move¬ 
ment the Germans made (in advance) thanks to their penetration of 
Bletchley Park where the British code breakers broke the German Enigma 
machine. They knew the exact date of D-Day — a secret that Churchill tried 
to keep from Stalin. They had access to every electronically transmitted 
verbatim communication between Roosevelt and Churchill, and later Truman 
and Churchill. Soviet scientists had sufficient scientific data to build an 
atomic-bomb. Stalin had previewed diplomatic agendas for all the Big Four 
Conferences on post-war Europe, and on and on, thanks to the Cambridge 
spies. 

The Cambridge spies not only sent thousands of their own countrymen 
to their deaths, but American and other Allied forces as well. Yet none went 
to the gallows for their treachery. Nor did a one spend a single day in jail. It 
is a matter of public record that Whitehall did its part to make the life of 
Burgess and Maclean in Moscow as financially carefree as possible by 
granting the traitors "emigrant status" which enabled them to draw ster¬ 
ling from their private accounts with the Bank of England through the 
Russian State Bank. 

Indeed all the evidence points to the fact that Burgess, Maclean and 
Philby were permitted to escape behind the Iron Curtain in order to avoid 
a public scandal. If Whitehall and Buckingham Palace wanted them caught 
— they would have been caught. British security laxity was criminal, but 
whose fault was that? 

The famous spy novelist John le’ Carre, who like Rebecca West and 
John Costello, share a realistic view of traitors, once called M 15 and M 16 
"sanctuaries for male misfits.” In intelligence work as in all British political 
life, top positions and rapid advancement was based foremost on class. 
There were many highly qualified MI5 and MI6 employees who were 
untainted by corruption, but high posts and rapid promotions were the 
exclusive prerogative of Britain’s ruling class— political leaders, high gov¬ 
ernment officials and influential members of Parliament. That some were 
confirmed pederasts and/or Communists mattered not. 257 It was a system 
that guaranteed British intelligence would self-destruct and it did with the 
Cambridge spies. The next step was to attempt an Establishment cover-up 
to protect the Old Boys’ Club and hide from the British public the extent of 
the damage done to the nation by the Cambridge spies. The age-old instinct 
for survival kicked in. When in doubt or difficulty, sit tight and say nothing 
and hope the disaster will blow over, was the "Law of the Club.” 258 The 
Soviets depended upon it and they were not disappointed. 

Lessons for the Catholic Church 

In addition to offering a concrete example of the development and colo¬ 
nization of the emerging H omintern in the West during the first half of the 
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20th century, the betrayal of Britain and the British people by the Cam¬ 
bridge spies offers other insights that are applicable to the current situation 
in which the Roman Catholic Church finds itself besieged by the clerical 
Homintern. 

As the late John Costello wrote, "If there is one lesson to be drawn from 
the career of Anthony Blunt and his Cambridge co-conspirators, it is that 
the ethics of conspiracy and the motivations for betrayal, are not merely 
ideological, but timeless and never-ending." 259 

Was the official cover-up by the British Establishment of the horren¬ 
dous deeds of the Cambridge spies so very different from the American 
bishops’ cover-up of the criminal deeds of its pederast and homosexual 
clergy and religious? Is not the Catholic clerical Homintern as capable of 
inflicting as great a harm on the Church and the faithful as that inflicted on 
the people and government of Britain by the Cambridge spies under the 
direction of the Communist Comintern? 

Although the issue of the Communist infiltration of the Vatican and 
American Church as a factor in the rise of the H omintern in the Church is 
taken up in Chapter 18, "Twentieth Century Harbingers,” some general 
observations based on the Cambridge experience are worth noting here. 260 

First, no effective action can be taken against the Homintern Network 
within the Roman Catholic Church unless that network is acknowledged 
and well understood. "Subversion and treason from within" combined with 
"attack from without" is as near perfect a prescription for disaster for the 
Church as it was for Britain during the era of the Cambridge spies. 

The fact that the Catholic seminary, priesthood and religious orders are 
relatively "closed" societies is no guarantee they can’t be effectively pene¬ 
trated and colonized by hostile forces. After all, Japan was a relatively 
"closed" society during the 1930s and 1940s, and yet it was effectively pen¬ 
etrated by one of Stalin’s greatest spy-masters, the Russian-born Richard 
Sorge. His Japanese espionage ring penetrated the highest levels of the 
Japanese intelligence that was thought to be impenetrable by foreign 
agents. 261 

Careful vetting is as essential to the Catholic priesthood and religious 
life as it is to national intelligence services, even more so, since the stakes 
for the former are eternal. The current sex abuse scandal in the Catholic 
priesthood and religious orders in the United States and abroad is ample 
demonstration of this. 

As in the secular order, prevention is the best cure for moral disorder. 
Once the moral cancer of homosexuality metastasizes a seminary or house 
of religious, half-measures are generally inadequate to bring the disease 
under control and the whole institution must be shut down. 

However, as in the specific incidence of Cambridge traitor Anthony 
Blunt, competent vetting can be undone by corruption of those who exer¬ 
cise ultimate power and authority. The American bishops have their ver- 


342 



THE HOM INTERN AND THE CAMBRIDGE SPIES 


sion of the British Old Boys' Club—the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops— and as it is currently constituted, it has been thoroughly 
compromised and corrupted by the Homintern. 262 The homosexual net¬ 
work at the USCCB operates no differently from the homosexual network 
at Cambridge, London, and Whitehall that made the Cambridge spy ring 
possible. The Old Boys’ Club protects its own. 

There is a similarity between a secular traitor's hatred of the Social 
Order and nation that nurtured him, and the homosexual priest's hatred of 
the Roman Catholic Church with its moral absolutes and restrictions and 
authority figures. Once the homosexual priest or religious is absorbed into 
the Homintern, his allegiance and subservience to it supersedes all other 
former loyalties. H is devotion to his family and his faith is atrophied. 

As Father Rueda has charged, this new allegiance is capable of func¬ 
tionally dissolving the normally stronger bonds of religious affiliation. 
Homosexual priests and religious not only foster dissension within the 
Church in matters of sexual morality, they also use the Church and its 
resources to spread the teachings and propaganda of the Homintern. 263 

Neither the State nor the Church can afford to ignore the presence of 
vice in its midst. Britain’s upper-class winked at the violation of the moral 
law with regard to homosexuality and paid a heavy price for its folly. Like¬ 
wise the Church cannot be indifferent to vice within its priestly ranks and 
expect to escape unscathed from the consequences of its actions. 

The treacherous exploits of the Cambridge spies resulted in the mas¬ 
sive hemorrhaging of intelligence to the Soviets and untold damage to 
Britain’s national interests. The treacherous exploits of clerical pederasts 
and homosexuals in the Church has resulted in the massive hemorrhaging 
of fidelity in the Church and a feeling of betrayal in the hearts of every loyal 
Catholic layman and priest. 

But even more damaging than the foul acts of a handful of moral mis¬ 
creants in the priesthood and religious life, has been the cover-up by the 
American hierarchy of these betrayers of the Faith including those in their 
own ranks. Like the secular traitor, the homosexual-pederast bishop should 
be condemned as a moral pariah by his fellow bishops and scorned and 
ostracized by them. The Vatican should at the very least, remove the 
offending bishop from any position of authority, and where warranted, 
defrock and return him to the lay state. 

Dame Rebecca West when commenting on the sentimentality generally 
associated with traitors like the Cambridge spies noted that "Everybody 
knew that they were Communists, but very few people really believed it,” 
she said. For many, West continued, "Communism is like a dream, some¬ 
thing you can recollect about ...a feature of a vulgar district in the world of 
fancy...and that it seemed quite ridiculous to think of it as a real threat." 
"Now even the media as well as the papers, with the day to day reporting 
of the M aclean and Burgess affair realized that this international conspiracy 
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of Communism was as real as the railway accidents they were reporting and 
a lot more dangerous to the nation,” she concluded. 264 

Likewise, today, virtually everyone in the Catholic Church today knows 
that there are active homosexual-pederasts in the priesthood, religious 
orders, national hierarchy and the Vatican, yet very few people actually 
believe it. Not until the secular media started to expose actual court cases 
involving clerical sex abuse by Catholic clerics did Catholics begin to 
realize the real threat to the Faith and the faithful posed by the clerical 
Homintern. All may not be lost, however, if to paraphrase the words of 
Dame West, Church leaders are willing to "trade in” their humiliations and 
wounded pride for "some much needed wisdom.” 265 

The Cambridge Spies and the Vatican Connection 

The Vatican connection to the Cambridge spies is best approached 
indirectly through the central character of Dr. Stephen Ward, to whom 
the reader has already been introduced in connection with the Profumo 
Scandal. For more than a decade, Ward played the sex-broker for a large 
number of wealthy and influential members of the British Establishment. 
He also provided high-class call girls for the British Intelligence Services 
some of whom were used in various honey-trap schemes or to fill the 
sexual needs of visiting dignitaries. 266 

Ward, as one might guess, was not your typical money-grubbing pimp. 
Rebecca West described him as a court jester who took vicarious delight 
in heterosexual matchmaking for his high-flying clients whose homes 
he inhabited—most notably Cliveden, the fabled English estate in 
Buckinghamshire of the Anglo-American Astors that was an exclusive 
gathering-place for London’s wealthy, well-connected individuals—politi¬ 
cians, diplomats, policy analysts and peers. John Profumo’s affair with 
Christine Keeler, a Ward creation, began at the Cliveden swimming-pool, 
and British Intelligence sometimes used the Astor residence to accommo¬ 
date foreign hosts. 267 

A man of varied talents, Ward was a successful American-trained 
osteopath by profession, an outstanding bridge player and a professional 
portrait artist whose clients included members of the Royal family. He 
attracted a large number of upper class patients to his up-town Cavendish 
office including members of the Churchill family and other high-level gov¬ 
ernment officials, peers, well-known vice-racketeers and international 
celebrities. Ward was also known to do abortions on the side. 268 H is fourth 
talent was pimping and the organization of exclusive sex parties that 
catered to the sophisticated sadomasochist and occult London crowd. 269 
Among Ward's close friends was Bill Astor, eldest of the four Astor boys, 
and one of Ward's wealthy and powerful patrons who had unconventional 
sexual tastes. 
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A lesser-known facet of Ward's quasi-secret world was his connec¬ 
tions to London's upper class homosexual and lesbian networks that 
included prominent diplomats and clergy, Whitehall officials, and members 
of Oxbridge and London’s literary and artistic circles. 

One of Ward’s most intimate relationships was with Bobbie Shaw, Bill 
Astor’s stepbrother by his mother Nancy’s first marriage. An active homo¬ 
sexual and alcoholic, the handsome and charming Bobbie was drummed out 
of the Blues, the Royal H orse Guards, for being drunk on duty and was later 
arrested and imprisoned for homosexual offenses. He died by his own 
hand. 270 

Among the prominent British homosexual diplomats and civil servants 
with whom Ward cavorted was Sir John Gilbert Laithwaite, the first United 
Kingdom Ambassador to Ireland and Deputy Under Secretary of State in 
the Commonwealth Relations Office for India. 

Laithwaite was a prominent member of the elite Travelers’ Club that 
catered to travelers of distinction and where London’s upper-crust homo¬ 
sexuals shared drinks, ideas and gossip. 271 Sir Gilbert maintained his 
homosexual connections with numerous Foreign Office officials scattered 
around the world as senior diplomats. He, like Bobbie Shaw, was indebted 
to Ward for introducing him to young homosexual partners that were 
brought to Cliveden. 

Ward was also on friendly terms with the dynamic Cambridge homo¬ 
sexual trio of Guy Burgess, Anthony Blunt and Peter M ontgomery, Blunt’s 
young lover and closest friend and confidant. 

Peter M ontgomery was born in 1909 to a distinguished Irish family with 
important connections to the Protestant Orange Order and a large estate at 
Blessingbourne, Fivemiletown in Northern Ireland. 272 Like many Irish 
upper-class gentlemen, he was a product of the English public school sys¬ 
tem that included Wellington College and Cambridge. A handsome, rather 
shy young man with girlish looks, the artistically-inclined Montgomery 
remained the submissive and adoring partner of Blunt throughout their 
short-lived romance and life-long friendship. 

At the start of the Second World War, to the surprise of all his friends, 
Peter decided to follow the Montgomery family tradition and took up a 
career in the military with the Royal Intelligence Corps, 21st Army 
Group. 273 in 1945 he was made aide-de-camp to Archibald Percival Wavell, 
the Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 274 

After the war ended, Peter drifted back to his first loves, art and music, 
and to Irish politics. 

A talented musician and accomplished conductor in his own right, he 
was appointed to the BBC’s General Advisory Council (1952-1971) and 
became President of the Arts Council of Northern Ireland where he served 
from 1964-1974. In 1964 he was made High Sheriff of County Tyrone and 
later, Her M ajesty’s Vice-Lieutenant of County Tyrone. 275 
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Although, in his later years, Peter Montgomery went on record as 
telling British Intelligence, who was investigating Blunt's Soviet connec¬ 
tions, that he never had any secrets from Anthony, it remains unclear if he 
ever shared any classified information, knowingly or unknowingly, with 
Blunt while in the Army. 

When in London, Peter stayed with Anthony at the Courtauld Institute 
and was introduced to Blunt’s Royal connections at Buckingham and West¬ 
minster and to Blunt’s young "gay” party guests. 276 

In turn, Blunt occasionally visited Peter at the family estate in Northern 
Ireland where the Cambridge spy was introduced to the Irish "country- 
house" homosexual circuit. 277 It is possible that Peter and Anthony were 
provided with young Irish boys from local orphanages or welfare centers 
like the Kincora Working Boys’ Hostel in East Belfast. In 1980, the Kincora 
Pederast Scandal broke into the news. 278 The orphanage's "housefather" 
William McGrath, dubbed "The Beast of Kincora” was arrested, tried and 
convicted for rape and sodomy of minors under his care. One of the dark 
secrets that came to light during the trial was that McGrath, who had 
served as an MI5 operative and was active in Ulster paramilitary adven¬ 
tures, had been financed up until mid-1976 by none other than Sir Knox 
Cunningham, Blunt and Peter Montgomery’s mutual friend and fellow 
homosexual from Cambridge. 279 

Hugh Montgomery and Battista Montini 

What little is known about H ugh M ontgomery, Peter’s brother, has come 
to us largely from the Irish writer Robin Bryans, who, although himself 
from humble origins, eventually became part of the London homosexual 
clique that included all of the above mentioned characters. Taken as a 
whole, Bryans’ observations, and recollections have proven to be quite 
accurate and he has kept a large correspondence to back up his memories. 

According to Bryans, Hugh Montgomery, like his brother, Peter, was 
a member of Ward’s homosexual clique. Hugh's one-time lover was Sir 
Gilbert Laithwaite who sponsored him for membership in the elite 
Traveler’s Club. 

During the mid-1930s, Hugh Montgomery, as a young and upcoming 
member of the British diplomatic corps, served as the Charge d'Affaires 
under Sir Alec Randall, the British representative to the Vatican. It was at 
this time that Hugh met an equally ambitious and upward-bound Vatican 
diplomat by the name Msgr. Giovanni Battista Montini. Later, Hugh con¬ 
verted to Catholicism, entered Beta College, and was ordained a Catholic 
priest. H arbinson said that H ugh told him that at one time he and M ontini 
had been lovers. 280 

Was Hugh Montgomery telling the truth about his relationship with 
the future Pope Paul VI or was he exaggerating the degree of intimacy of 
their friendship? Did Hugh discuss his alleged affair with Montini with 
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his brother, Peter? If so, had Peter relayed the story to his lover Anthony 
Blunt, who, most assuredly would have passed the information on to his 
Soviet controller for possible blackmail use? In short, is there a connection 
between the Cambridge spy network and the Vatican? These are important 
as well as intriguing questions that will be fully explored in Section V that 
includes a detailed analysis of the charges of homosexuality that have been 
leveled against Pope Paul VI. 281 
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t The Leonine Prayers 

Instituted by Pope Leo XIII in 1884 


Hail Mary (3 times) 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou amongst women and 
blessed is the Fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

The Hail, Holy Queen (Salve Regina) 

Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, 
our sweetness, and our hope! 

To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve. 

To thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and 
weeping in this valley of tears. 

Turn then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of 
mercy toward us. 

And after this exile, show us the blessed 
Fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

0 clement! 0 loving! 0 sweet Virgin Mary! 

V Pray for us, 0 holy Mother of God 

R. That we may be worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray. 0 God, our refuge and our strength, look down in 
mercy upon Thy people who cry to Thee, and by the intercession 
of the glorious and immaculate Virgin Mary, Mother of God, of 
Saint Joseph her spouse, of Thy blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, 
and of all the Saints, in mercy and goodness hear our prayers we 
pour forth for the conversion of sinners, and for the liberty and 
exultation of our holy Mother the Church. 

Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle; 

be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray: and do thou, 

Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God, 

thrust down to hell Satan and all wicked spirits, 

who wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

R. Amen 

V Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, 

R. Have mercy upon us. (3 times) 



PRAYERS 


t The Prayers of Fatima 

0 my Jesus, forgive us. Deliver us from the fire of hell. 
Lead all souls to Heaven, especially those in most 
need of Your Mercy. 

0 Jesus, it is for Your Love, for the conversion of 
sinners, and in reparation for the sins committed 
against the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love Thee! 

I ask forgiveness for those who do not believe, 
do not adore, do not hope and do not love Thee! 

Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son, Holy Ghost 
I adore Thee profoundly and offer Thee the most 
Precious Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus 
Christ, present in all the tabernacles of the world, 
in reparation for the outrages, sacrileges, and 
indifferences by which He is offended. 

And through the infinite merits of His Most 
Sacred Heart and of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

I beg of Thee the conversion of poor sinners. 


t Prayer for Priestly Vocations 

0 God, we earnestly beseech Thee to bless Thy Church with 
many vocations to the Holy priesthood: men who will serve 
Thee with their whole strength and gladly spend their lives for 
Thy Church, and to make Thee known and loved. Amen. 

Mary, Mother of priests, obtain for us many holy priests. 
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